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SUMMenMeans 
Giveaways! 


Summer has arrived, and Peel Weekly News will 
be celebrating with a special premium member- 
only giveaway! All premium members registered 
at PeelWeeklyNews.com will receive one of sev- 
eral great items, including limited-edition prints, 
books, watches and more! If you are a currently- 
® registered subscriber as of June 2, watch your 
inbox for more details - and celebrate summer 
Safely! 
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ASK A POOL EXPER Toon 


Have a problem with your pool? Book a Virtual Swimming Pool Service Call 


905-990-3265 §www.askapoolexpert.com 
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An undated file photo of the children’s dining room in an Indian Residential School located in Edmonton, Alberta. 
A mass grave containing the remains of 215 children was discovered last week in British Columbia. (Photo Cour- 


Anational debate over 


) the history of injustices en- 


acted on First Nation resi- 


N) dents erupted earlier this 


week after a mass grave 
containing 215 children 
was discovered in a former 


e, boarding school set up to 
fer assimilate Indigenous stu- 
7 dents in Canada. 


The children were stu- 
dents at the Kamloops In- 
dian Residential School in 
British Columbia, which 
closed in 1978. 

The school operated in 
the province from the sec- 
ond half of the 19th century 
to the second half of the 
20th century, with the site 
| exhumed containing the 
remains of 215 students — 
among them were three- 
year-old children. 


The mass grave, one of 
found using new technol- 
ogy, has caused backlash 
against the federal govern- 
ment, with 105 First Na- 
tions signing on to a 
class-action lawsuit de- 
manding reparations for 
the “incalcuable harm to 
both individuals and com- 
munities,” according to a 
statement of claim filed 
this week. 

“To our knowledge, these 
missing children are un- 
documented deaths," 
Tk'emlups te Secwépemc 
Kukpi7 Chief Rosanne 
Casimir said in the state- 
ment, which was originally 
put forward in 2012 by res- 
idential school survivors 
from Kamloops Residen- 
tial and the neighbouring 


tesy of United Church Archives) 


Sechelt Indian Residential 
School. 

Casimir said Wednesday 
that archivists were work- 
ing with the Royal British 
Columbia Museum to find 
out if there were any 
records of the deaths. The 
school was one of the most 
significant residential 
schools in Canada, with 
over 500 students regis- 
tered at one time. 

"We understand the im- 
pact this will have on First 
Nations communities in 
British Columbia and else- 
where," she said. 

Look for additional cov- 
erage of this story Friday 
morning in Peel Weekly 
News. 
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Artists: 


Sandra Crozier, Marnie Cooke, Kasia Charko, 
MaryLou Hurley, Susan Kelly, Jessica Law, 
ecmunson, Mary Perkins, 

Deborah Powell 


www.headwatersarts.com 
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Popular restaurant gutted in three-alarm fire 


by Alex Gregory 

A popular restau- 
rant near Erin Mills 
Town Centre suf- 
fered more than 
$500,000 in dam- 
age after firefight- 
ers responded to a 
three-alarm blaze 
Sunday evening. 

Fire crews battled 
the blaze around 6 
p.m. Sunday at the 
Paramount Fine 
Foods restaurant, 
located adjacent to 
the mall in the Erin 
Mills Parkway and 
Eglinton Avenue 
West area. 

The blaze, which 
caused in excess of 
$500,000 in esti- 
mated damage, ac- 
cording to 
Mississauga Fire 


Acting Platoon 
Chief Graham Gold, 
did not result in any 
injuries, though the 
cause of the blaze 
was unknown as of 
Wednesday 
evening. 
Firefighters were 
called to the scene 
after residents re- 
ported heavy 


smoke and flames 
coming from the 


building, and were 
forced to set up aer- 
ial trucks to battle 
the blaze after ef- 
forts to extinguish 
the fire up close 
proved unsuitable 
due to the high heat 
and structure. 

Look for addi- 
tional coverage of 
this story in an up- 
coming edition of 
Peel Weekly News. 


“Leaving No One Behind” themes National AccessAbility Week 


by Catherine Soplet 


“Each of us will 
age into a disabil- 
ity,” said Carol-Ann 
Chafe during a 
keynote presenta- 
tion Wednesday to 
the Region of Peel — 
Culture and Inclu- 
sion to recognize 


National Access- 
Ability Week 
(NAAW) 


“How can we an- 
ticipate our barriers 
to _ participation, 
and ensure we are 
leaving no one be- 
hind?” 

This question is 
one Chafe often 
raises as a member 
of the Accessibility 
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Advisory Commit- 
tee (AAC) for both 
Peel Region and 
City of Mississauga. 

In 2019, Chafe 
and members of the 
Mississauga AAC 
were thrilled to par- 
ticipate in an inclu- 
sive community tree 
planting held under 
Mississauga One 
Million Trees pro- 
gram at Burn- 
hamthorpe 
Community Centre. 

A special support- 
ive two-metre wide 
mat was field tested 
by a woman using a 
motorized wheel- 
chair. She could 


move _ independ- 
ently for hundreds 
of yards throughout 
the planting areas 
instead of being left 
on the sidewalk, 
away from the ac- 
tion. 

For over 40 years, 
Chafe’s volunteer 
and advocacy work 
for people with 
varying (dis)Abili- 
ties has stemmed 
from her own bat- 
tles and life experi- 
ences. 

Although dealing 
with ADHD and 
dyslexia since child- 
hood and acquiring 
physical and mental 


oh: pe ae & 


disabilities in her 
youth, her biggest 
battle came in 2010 
with a brain tu- 
mour. 

This year’s theme, 
“Disability Inclu- 
sion 2021: Leaving 
No One Behind” ex- 
pands on the dis- 
ability-inclusive 
approach, __initia- 
tives and measures 
introduced as fed- 
eral policy ahead of 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

An aging popula- 
tion means there 
people experiencing 
physical and cogni- 
tive limitations. 
Current social 
norms recognize 
that mental health 
distress, and neuro- 
diversity such as 
Autism Spectrum 
Disorder ought to 
be accommodated, 
not isolated or side- 
lined. 

“The pandemic 
has worsened the 
impact of those with 
living with disabili- 
ties,” says Chafe. 

Individuals and 
families experi- 
enced greater finan- 
cial stress, with 
additional costs for 
Personal Protective 


Equipment and 
higher experience of 
infection because of 
health — precondi- 
tions. 

Isolation and 
mental health dis- 
tress were worsened 
when low- income 
people do not have 
computer/internet 
at home, and rely 
upon community 
access such as the 
local library or cof- 
fee shop. 

During the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic, Chafe con- 
tinues her volunteer 
role and develops 
virtual events to 
bring people with 
disabilities together. 

For this work , she 
has been recognized 
in 2021 with the 
Mississauga COVID 
Hero Award from 
the City of Missis- 
sauga. 

Last week, Chafe 
and Accessibility 
Advisory Commit- 
tee colleague Mary 
Daniels participated 
in a panel, "How to 
help clients with 
disabilities”. 

The panel was 
presented to Five 
Save Life who sup- 
port and empower 


single parents, who 
also disproportion- 
ately experience a 
higher rate of stu- 
dents with special 
learning needs. 

The duo also co- 
hosted a webinar 
for Access 2 Acces- 
siblity non-profit to 
learn more about 
from Transport 
Canada its Accessi- 
ble Transportation 
for Persons with 
Disabilities Regula- 
tions (ATPDR) 
which came into ef- 
fect last year. Clear, 
consistent, specific 
and legally binding 
accessibility re- 
quirements now 
apply to large carri- 
ers and terminals 
under federal juris- 
diction. 

Next week on 
June 9, join A2A in 
learning how Geo- 
Mate is creating 
more accessible 
sidewalk networks 
using AI (Artificial 

Intelligence) in 
the fight to create 
more accessible and 
walkable cities. To 
learn about the up- 
coming events:, 
visit access2accessi- 
bility.com/events. 
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Brampton launches campaign urging ooo to get vaccinated 


The City of Brampton an- 
nounced plans Wednesday to 
launch a new campaign urging 
residents to get vaccinated — as 
the province readies to accelerate 
delivery of the second shot of the 
COVID-19 vaccine this summer. 

The new campaign, discussed at 
council 
meeting, aims to “Get Back to Bet- 
ter” by launching a marketing 
campaign that communicates the 
personal reasons why residents in 
the city got vaccinated, and how 
the community can best protect 
themselves against the virus. 

“Vaccines play a critical role in 
our community building itself 
Back to Better,” the city said in a 
statement Wednesday afternoon. 
“Everyone has been impacted by 
life during COVID-19 differently, 
and all residents have their own 
personal reasons for being vacci- 


Wednesday’s regular 


nated.” 


As of May 25, 2021, 357,008 
Brampton residents — or 52.3 per 


vaccine. 


of the vaccine. 


tivities 


Brown. 


cent — have received their 
first dose of the COVID-19 


Individuals aged 12 plus 
who live, work or attend / 
school in Peel are now eligi- 
ble to book their first vac- | 
cine appointment in Peel ™ 
Region, while those who - 
are 80 years of age or older 
can book their second dose 


“T know all Brampton res- 
idents are seeing glimpses © 
of better days ahead. Vac- 
cines play an absolutely es- 
sential role in all of us 
seeing the people we've 
missed and participating in 
the group and outdoor ac- 
we love,” 
Brampton Mayor Patrick 
“With a two-dose 
summer and by following 
all health and safety meas- 
ures, we are indeed on track 
to ‘Get Back to Better’.” 


said 


In-person schooling a wash as province breaks for summer 


by Alex Gregory 


That’s a wrap - for 
this school year, at 
least. 

Residents who were 
hedging on students 
returning back to 
school will have to 
wait a little longer, as 
the province’ an- 
nounced Wednesday 
that remote learning 
would continue for 
the balance of the re- 
maining three weeks 
of the school year. 

The announcement 
came as Queen’s Park 
made plans to recess 
for the summer break 
on Thursday. 

“At a time when our 
top priority is putting 
the third wave behind 
us... we can’t risk in- 
creased cases and po- 
tential downstream 
impacts on hospitals 
and ICUs,” Premier 
Doug Ford _ said 
Wednesday after- 
noon. 

“Making this tough 
decision now will 
allow kids to safely 
enjoy camps and out- 
door activities this 
summer, and a safe 
return to school in 


ICT ETE Ay e-Jes@ September.” 


In a_ statement 
Wednesday, the 
province said that re- 
cent modelling efforts 
suggested that a re- 
turn to in-person 
learning could see 
daily cases in the 
province jump from 
six to eleven per cent, 
though it is currently 
unknown how many 
cases would be of the 


“B.1.617.2” (Delta) 
variant, identified 
first in India and 


found in cases in 
Canada. 

Education Minister 
Stephen Lecce that re- 
laxing restrictions in 
the last three weeks of 
the school year could 
threaten the progress 
the province has made 
to date and delay a re- 
turn to in-person 
youth activities. 

“While this decision 
was not made lightly, 
it has been done with 
one aim: protect the 
summer for families 
and deliver a stable 
and safe September 


for students,” Lecce 
said. 

That wasn’t enough 
for Ontario NDP 


—o- 


leader Andrea Hor- 
wath, who said after 


the province’s an- 
nouncement that 
enough isn’t being 


done to protect the 
mental and emotional 
health of students and 
families who have had 
to juggle remote 
learning efforts while 
maintaining their own 
jobs. 

“Our kids are strug- 
gling... (Ford) didn’t 
want to spend the 
money on_ smaller 
class sizes, better ven- 
tilation, or in-school 
testing. He ignored 
the experts and 
marched us right into 
the third wave. He 
didn’t vaccinate 
teachers and educa- 


tion workers early 
enough or _ quickly 
enough,” said Hor- 
wath. 


Peel Region remains 
in a holding pattern as 
it awaits the first step 
in the © provincial 
“roadmap” to reopen. 

While recent admit- 
tance rates at hospi- 
tals have come down 
since the peak of the 
third wave several 


weeks away, both the 
region and the 
province should exer- 
cise caution when re- 
opening, said Peel’s 
medical officer of 
health, Dr. Lawrence 
Loh. 

“With the new Delta 
variant growing, we 
need to move quickly 
to two doses for maxi- 
mum protection,” Loh 
said Wednesday 
morning during a 
COVID-19 press con- 
ference held by the 


City of Brampton. 
A lack of mass 
screening tools to 


identify the new vari- 
ant, which is more 
transmissible than the 
variant, 
means it’s more im- 
portant than ever for 
residents to vaccinate 
and protect them- 
selves as the province 
considers reopening 
options. 

“We very much wel- 
come the province’s 
continued cautious 
reopening as one 
component to pre- 
venting a fourth 
wave,” said Loh. 
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Region requires sustained solutions for homeless issue 


Alex 
Gregory 


The invisible prob- 
lem has become a 
visible one. 

Or maybe it was 
right in front of us 
all along, and it took 
a pandemic for it to 
finally come to light. 

Forgive me _ for 
being enigmatic, but 
over the last few 
months, I’ve noticed 
that Peel Region’s 
homelessness situa- 
tion has been exac- 
erbated, not only by 
the COVID-19 cli- 
mate, but a lack of 
long-term solutions 
to the issue. 

Perhaps it was in- 
evitable. Peel Re- 
gion, despite being 
one of the most pop- 
ulous in Canada, 
with two cities that 
routinely rank in the 
top 10 by popula- 
tion. 

We've always 
chased the “big city 
metropolis” feel that 
Toronto and its sur- 
rounding boroughs 


had for so many 
years, but with that 
mindset comes “big 
city problems”. 
Homelessness is key 
among them. 

The pandemic has 
put a_ significant 
strain on both com- 
munity organiza- 
tions and_ food 
banks, with the Peel 
Poverty Action 
Committee (PPAC) 
reporting last sum- 
mer that while most 
agencies who offer 
supports stayed 
open, 87 per cent of 
those agencies had 
to modify opera- 
tions, and 69 per 
cent of them re- 
ported increased 
service demands. 

Additionally, 
nearly two-thirds of 
those agencies also 
reported operating 
at near- or maxi- 
mum-capacity. 

Clearly, our service 
providers are firing 
on all cylinders to try 
and ensure that the 
city’s least-fortunate 
aren't neglected — 
but it still isn’t 
enough. 

Financial supports 
from various levels 
of government were 


COMMUNITY 
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» WINNERS 


intended as a short- 
to-medium range 
solution, and the ef- 
forts to house the 
homeless at the 
onset of the pan- 
demic proved to bea 
decisive decision 
that ensured many 
were kept safe amid 
the challenges 
caused by the first 
two waves oof 
COVID-19. 

Yet, as the pan- 
demic has dragged 
on — we see messag- 
ing from our politi- 
cians warning us 
about getting vacci- 
nated against new 
variants — _ those 
supports have evap- 
orated, and we’ve 
been left holding the 
bag as the region has 
dealt with an influx 
of residents dealing 
with significant fi- 
nancial, mental and 
physical challenges 
that have driven 
some out into the 
streets. 

Were still talking 
about how to get 


community re- 
sponse virtual meet- 
ings held while 


literal “tent cities” 
are being erected 
and torn down by 


police right next 
door in Toronto. 
Ialso recognize 
that this is a com- 
plex issue with more 
factors than just af- 
fordable housing or 
financial supports at 


ay. 

As a fellow con- 
tributor, William 
Graham, who man- 
ages and operates 
several “free food ta- 
bles” across the re- 
gion to support 
those facing food in- 
security and home- 
lessness, has 
elaborated on sev- 
eral times this year, 
reasons for home- 
lessness span a wide 
spectrum, including 
fear over existing 
shelter systems, lack 
of supports for their 
needs, losing their 
personal —_posses- 
sions or not having a 
connection to sup- 
port agencies, to 
name a few. 

And as aware as I 
am that affordable 
housing will con- 
tinue to be a key 
focus of the Region’s 
plan to address 
homelessness, that 
is a long-term that 
requires tens of 
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thousands of afford- 
able units for mid- 
dle-class workers — 
and we are nowhere 
near that number 
yet, if at all within 
this decade. 

This problem is 
certainly not unique 
to our region. In 
cities across North 
America, including 
California, Seattle, 
New York, Vancou- 
ver and many oth- 
ers, the rise of such 
concentrated popu- 
lations of homeless 
residents, some 
building their own 
communities and 
tent cities — and the 
media exposure 
when those commu- 
nities are inevitably 
torn down by the au- 
thorities, as seen in 
Toronto’s Lamport 
Park district late last 
month — has put an 
increased focus on 
getting those sup- 
ports to those in 
need. 

If the situation has, 
to put it bluntly, de- 
teriorated to such an 
extent that you have 
to routinely send out 
cops to tear down 
homeless encamp- 
ments, you've al- 


ready failed some- 
where along the line. 
I don’t trust the 
province to address 
the issue in the 
short-term. Doug 
Ford’s government 
is too busy getting its 
election campaign 
war chest up and 
running to address 
the issue in a timely 
fashion. The federal 
homelessness strat- 
egy is a good start, 
but we're still at least 
two years away from 
mass_ adoption of 
Coordinated Access 
programs and the 
target goal of reduc- 
ing homelessness 
nationwide by 50 
per cent by 2027-28. 
As PPAC them- 
selves have noted, 
“Collaboration has 
proven to be an effi- 
cient and effective 
way of dealing with 
the crisis in the 
short-term,” but the 
problem requires 
sustained engage- 
ment from all levels 
to combat and ad- 
dress the historic 
and future causes of 
poverty, and bring 
us closer to finally 
ending the “invisible 
problem.” 
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A conspiracy theory come true? Exploring the origins of COVID-19 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Did COVID-19 ac- 
tually originate in 


China, or was it 
merely discovered 
there first? 

At present, there is 
no clear evidence that 
it originated in China, 
but this possibility is 
still very high — and 
press outlets have 
picked up on the un- 
certainty. 

It is complicated to 
trace the origin of the 
virus. It took more 
than ten years for the 
Chinese to trace the 
origin of SARS and 
the habitats of wild 
animals in China. 

For COVID-19, this 
requires scientists to 
continue their re- 
search efforts. 

The possibility of 
Chinese scientists or 
researchers being in- 
fected by bats is very 
high, but this is not 
due to any necessary 
connection with the 
“wet markets” found 
in China. 

The diseases that 
these animals can in- 
fect are far more nu- 
merous than the 
Coronavirus. 

In addition, China's 
transportation _ effi- 
ciency and scale are 
so significant that the 
original regional dis- 


eases can spread to 
the whole country 
within a week. This is 
the possible truth of 
the spread of COVID- 
19 in china. 

The virus was first 
identified in Wuhan 
when the outbreak of 
the world's most dev- 
astating epidemic, 
COVID-19, broke out. 

At the time, China 
argued that the virus 
had ~=s spread__—_tto 
Wuhan's market for 
live food. When the 
first wave of the virus 
was wreaking havoc 
in the United States 
and Europe, as well 
as in the world, then- 
U.S. President Don- 
ald Trump~ was 
shocked to learn that 
the virus had come 
from a virology lab in 
Wuhan, and made 
his comments public. 

Trump did not even 
refrain from calling it 
a 'Chinese virus.’ 
Even before he said 
this, such suspicion 
had been expressed. 
Some Chinese scien- 
tists themselves have 
voiced skepticism 
that the coronavirus 
came from the 
Wuhan labs. 

Virology labs like 
Wuhan are also avail- 
able elsewhere, 
where research is 
done to find out what 
can be done about the 
viruses that are still 
plaguing the human 
race. The breeding of 
viruses in these labs 


is known to deter- 
mine what kind of 
treatment would be 
needed if a dangerous 
virus ever entered the 
human body. 

Virologists have de- 
veloped all the vac- 
cines in similar labs. 
It is also a fact that 
some countries have 
developed biological 
weapons. 

Doubts were al- 
ready being raised 
about this. 

They can only affect 
people of a particular 
country or race. 
Today, when the 
whole world is grap- 
pling with the epi- 
demic caused by 
COVID-19 and bil- 
lions of dollars have 
been lost, the debate 
that started last year 
over whether it was 
man-made or not has 
resurfaced. 

The suspicion is 
growing that the 
virus was created by 
humans and was in- 
advertently leaked 
from the Wuhan lab. 
Even before this, two 
viruses of the 
“Corona” species 
were reported -- 
SARS and MERS. 

COVID-19 is 
thought to have orig- 
inated from bats, but 
scientists believe that 
the virus cannot be 
transmitted directly 
from bats to humans. 
In between, another 
animal may _ be 
needed. 
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The source of the 
Coronavirus, which is 
now contagious, is 
still unknown 17 
months later. 

On the one hand, 
the fact is the virus is 
constantly mutating 
— regional variants in 
India and Vietnam 
have dominated in- 
ternational _head- 
lines. 

The virus was also 
found in the base 
camp of Everest, 
where the tempera- 
ture drops to 10-15 
degrees below nor- 
mal. Leaders around 
the world are calling 
it an invisible enemy 
that threatens the 
very existence of hu- 
manity. It is con- 
stantly changing its 
face. 

When China was 
first accused of 
spreading the virus 
worldwide by mis- 
take, it vehemently 
denied it. 

At the time, some of 
the world's leading 
virologists, including 
Peter Daszak, in de- 
fending China, as- 
sured the world that 
it was not man-made, 
but many scientists 
disagreed. 

Last year, some 
World Health Organ- 
ization (WHO) scien- 
tists visited Wuhan 
and, in a way, gave 
China a clean report 
that the virus was not 
created by humans. 
The virus does not 


seem natural to 
them. 
Well-known _ sci- 


ence writer Nicholas 
Wade also said that 
China was once again 
under pressure when 
researchers at the 
Wuhan Institute ex- 
perimented with in- 
fecting human cells 
and mice with the 
virus. It is also true 
that the Chinese gov- 
ernment used certain 
means to conceal the 
facts from the WHO 
investigation team 
and keep them away 
from specific areas. 

Some countries of 
the world are cur- 
rently facing the 
fourth wave of 
COVID-19, but in 
20109, neither the sec- 
ond wave nor the 
third-fourth came 
from Wuhan, from 
which the coron- 
avirus originated. 

At the time, major 
Chinese cities, such 
as Beijing and Shang- 
hai, were also af- 
fected by the virus. It 
would not be fair to 
assume that China 
controlled the coron- 
avirus much better, 
but other countries 
could not. 

Doubts are now 
growing that China 
has used the virus as 
a biological weapon. 
It should also be 
noted that while the 
whole world is in the 
grip of this epidemic, 
China is rapidly pro- 


ducing as the world's 
factory. 

Its economy is also 
proliferating. At the 
moment, the U.S. 
President's call for an 
inquiry into China's 
standoff should have 
the open support of 
other countries. 

Now that the 
United States and 
many countries 
worldwide are de- 
manding a proper in- 
vestigation, a new 
WHO investigation 
team should include 
scientists from all 
those countries, in- 
cluding India and 
Brazil. 

There are places 
where many lives 
have been lost, and 
the economy has 
been severely dam- 
aged. 

If China refuses to 
cooperate in the in- 
vestigation, the sus- 
picion will be further 
strengthened, and it 
will be assumed that 
the scientists who 
made statements in 
its favour were under 
some greed or pres- 
sure. 

It cannot be ig- 
nored that the credi- 
bility of the WHO has 
been affected by 
China's undue bias. 

In fact, it would be 
better for China itself 
to come out of the 
realm of doubt. This 
can only happen 
when the origin of the 
virus is known. 


JUNE 9TH 2021 
7:45AM - 2:00PM EST 


Early Bird Ticket 
S25 + Tax 
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SAWITRI THEATRE PRESENTS 


& 
BREATHE INDIA BREATHE 


SUPPORTING INDIA’S FIGHT AGAINST COVID-19 


® MAKE A DIFFERENCE BY TUNING IN ON 


Get your tickets at www.sawitri.ca 


MAKE A DONATION. DONATE GENEROUSLY. 
PROCEEDS HELP SUPPORT COVID-19 RELIEF IN INDIA. 


| | y 
§ 
MississauGa aNd 
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Grassroots group announces plans for many trees at meeting 


by Catherine Soplet 

The June 2 an- interns so family says Alice. “ By de- grounds in Development degree in Mississauga’s 
nouncement from bubbles and second- veloping digitalcom- mulching, monitor- from McGill in cre- multiracial commu- 
Ministry of Educa- ary students can municationtoolsand ing, measuring and ation of ACER’s pre- _ nities. 
tion to keep public enjoy social pan- video resources, mapping of munici- and __post-planting “Research by CSJ 
schools closedforthe demic-safe fun in ACER successfully pal trees as a civic mental health per- interns will help ad- 
remainder of the pre-approved sites. engaged 71 resident contribution to the ception survey. vance our healthy 
year disappoints, but Interns will join volunteers in One Million Trees Knightsbridge isone green recovery in 
does not phase, re- with collaborating Knightsbridgeinour program. of the worst im- Mississauga,” says 
tired science teacher non-profit agency Project Crossroad Skills imparted pacted areas by the Krish. “I look for- 
Alice Casselman. partners to make urban reforestation over the summer pandemic in On- ward to what the 

“That’s what hap- available these fun initiative.” help to engage and __ tario. summer holds and 
pened a year ago in activities to their ©AnewTreeTracker prepare residents in | ACER’s survey will am excited to be a 
2020,” says Alice, clientsoverthesum- digital platform will target sites in Dixie- be taken into the part of the team.” 
founder and Presi- mer. be launched at Bloor and Malton Dixie-Bloor project, Through its volun- 
dent of ACER - Asso- Last year, the pan- ACER’s upcoming areasforfallplanting to test for relief of teers, since 2013 
ciation for Canadian demic lockdown re- Annual General days. Details of fed- COVID-19 distress ACER  has_ con- 
Educational Re- _ stricted public Meeting on Sunday, eral funding under arising fromsafe,so- tributed an inventory 
sources. schools and students June 13 at 2 p.m. the Canadian cial community tree of 1726 trees to Mis- 


ACER is the pre- 
ferred school yard 
tree planting agency 
under the City of 
Mississauga — One 
Million Trees pro- 
gram. 

For 2021, ACER 
has hired and is 
training 18 Canada 
Summer Jobs (CSJ) 


from participating in 
“field trips”. 

ACER adapted its 
approach to work 


with community 
agencies in public 
arks and_ public 


ousing areas. 

“We knew 2020 
had to be about vi- 
sion, not hindsight,” 


Participants can pre- 
register at 
office@acer-acre.ca. 

Adapted for use on 
mobile devices, Tree- 
Tracker will help 
bridge indoors digi- 
tal experience out 
into the field, to en- 
gage residents from 
all ages and back- 


Healthy Communi- 
ties Initiative will be 
announced at the an- 
nual meeting. 

ACER hired only 
one CSJ intern in 
2020. For the Project 
Crossroads __ pilot, 
Ayesha Talreja ap- 
plied her Interna- 
tional Community 


planting. 

As a recent MA 
graduate in interna- 
tional relations, 
Team Mississauga 
lead Krish Chat- 
tergee is keen to 
apply his degree to 
pilot the emergent 
CHCI post-pandemic 
social infrastructure 


sissauga sites. Since 
1989, thousands 
more native trees 
and ecosystem 
shrubs have been 
planted across 13 
Conservation Au- 
thorities and more 
than 60 school yards 
rimming the Golden 
Horseshoe Area. 


The 2020 BUSINESS AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 


Winner of the 
Sam McCallion 
Community 
Involvement 
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“ 2020 WINNER 


We would like to thank MBOT 


mB | 
= 


MISSISSAUGA 
BOARD OF TRADE 


ANNIVERSARY 
OU i961 2021 


P 


for the honour of the Award. 


905-275-6010 


AY 


Ay: 
al 


ny, 


TRRCOLLABORATIVE DESIGN -INPLEVENTATION = 


udio visual 


audio 


(Gates rire 
simplicity re 


century 
isual 


PDN June 3, 2021_Layout 1 6/7/2021 7:39 AM Page 10 


June 3, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | NEWS 10 


Mississauga dental clinic debuts first-of-its field crypto acceptance 


Now that’s 
something to 
chew on. 


Mississauga’s 
Southdown Den- 
tal made waves 
late last week 
when it an- 
nounced that it 
would be the first 
dental clinic in 
Canada to offer 
patients the abil- 
ity to pay in cryp- 
tocurrency. 

The local clinic, 
which has oper- 
ated in the city 
since 1989, made 
the announce- 
ment last week, 
stating that it was 
“an early adopter 
of new innova- 
tions in the dental 


field,” and was 
proud of utilizing 
the new payment 
method to maxi- 
mize convenience 
for its customers. 
"Whether it is a 
regular checkup, a 
surgical _proce- 
dure, or braces 
our patients will 
be able to choose 
traditional pay- 
ment methods or 
cryptocurrency 
going forward," 
says Dr. Kal 
Khaled, co-owner 
of the clinic. 
There is a grow- 
ing positive senti- 
ment towards 
cryptocurrency 
and an increased 
use of it in the 


consumer and 
services industry 
in Canada, said 
Khaled and co- 
owner Dr. Bob 


Vavaroutsos, 
which offers con- 
sumers autonomy, 
decreases fees on 


transaction, and 
quick and_ easy 
payment. 


"This is an excit- 
ing shift to be the 
first Canadian 
dental clinic to 
take the leap into 
a new territory 


a Cee 


that will offer our 
patients new op- 
tions during a 
very —_—s uncertain 
time." said 
Vavaroutsos. 
Seeing the rise in 
cryptocurrency 
usage, the clinic 


t 


said it was excited 
to be part of the 
movement and to 
meet the rising 
demand of Cana- 
dians for more 
cryptocurrency 
acceptance. 


Ibring iy AOC. leave Your old bras bepind! 


Get a proper fitting, and explore all we have to offer in 


loungewear, slippers, and more. 


chouchoucheri.com 


905-271-7333 
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This is why we are doing this 


“I wanted to thank a group of amazing people, who care for small businesses in Port Credit. 

A few weeks ago, there was a post about a crowdfunding for local small business, like mine. Being 
closed for over a year, and not receiving any “promised” help from our government, I was desperate 
for even a small help, so could afford buying supplies, once we get a green light to re-open. 
| received some help from them and it will make a big difference in my ability to open. 

So, thank you Val Dawson-Hale, Rick Hale, Cindy Wilding, Michael Perrault for your initiative. Your 
help is so appreciated. 

I wanted to make sure I thank you publicly, because your efforts matter. And they make a difference.” 


(Magdalena, Lash Mania Studios) 


Please help us help more 
Donate whatever you can 


HELP PORT CREDIT 
SMALL BUSINESSES 


OF 4 


a 


This fundraiser will be ongoing 
throughout 2021. We have the 
support of the Port Credit BIA to 
help us spread this initiative as 
well as The Peterson Team of 
Keller Williams who will donate | 

5% of their commissions for 
properties listed and sold in the 


Port Credit/Mineola area. 


Simply a scan away from 
the GoFundMe page to 
make your donation. 
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CVC Foundation announces accessible boardwalk 
for local marsh 


Supported by a 
generous donation 
of lumber from 
Timber Specialties 
Limited, Credit Val- 
ley Conservation 
(CVC) announced 
Wednesday after- 
noon that a number 
of boardwalks at 
Rattray Marsh Con- 
servation Area will 
be renovated 
throughout 2021. 

This includes re- 
constructing the 
conservation area’s 
Knoll Trail board- 
walk and removing 
over 100 steps, 
making the Knoll 
Trail fully accessi- 
ble. 

Timber Special- 
ties Limited will do- 
nate the material 
needed to make the 
renovations a real- 
ity, said CVC Foun- 
dation acting 
executive director 
Jon MacMull. 


“We’re committed 
to removing barri- 
ers for people with 
disabilities, wher- 
ever possible, and 
we're so glad that 
Timber Specialties 
Limited shares our 
commitment to ac- 
cessibility, the envi- 
ronment and our 
local communities,” 
MacMull said. 

With limited 
recreation opportu- 
nities available due 
to the pandemic, 
people have redis- 
covered nearby 
conservation areas 
for outdoor recre- 
ation. 

Rattray Marsh is 
CVC’s most visited 
conservation area. 
2020 saw record 
visitation, with over 
334,000 people en- 
joying the board- 
walks, bridges, 
beach and_ scenic 
vistas — a 67 per 


cent increase over 
2019. 

“We are pleased to 
donate Canada’s 
most popular, envi- 
ronmentally-certi- 


fied MicroPro 
Sienna treated 
wood to the Knoll 
Trail boardwalk 
project,” said Brad 
Burmeister, Vice 


President, Timber 
Specialties Limited. 
”As a company that 
understands and 
appreciates the 
value of quality, 
outdoor spaces, it’s 
an honour to con- 
tribute to an acces- 
sible boardwalk 
that will allow 
everyone to experi- 
ence the beauty and 
wellness that can be 
found at Rattray 
Marsh Conserva- 
tion Area.” 

As the last re- 
maining lakefront 
marsh between 


Toronto and 
Burlington, Rattray 
Marsh is an envi- 
ronmentally sensi- 
tive wetland that 
offers a different 
experience for na- 
ture lovers. Not 
only is it a refuge 


for wildlife, it’s also 
a refuge for local 
residents, who are 
able to find comfort 
and solace through- 
out the pandemic in 
this unique natural 
setting so close to 
home. 


CVC’s_ conserva- 
tion areas have long 
relied on a healthy 
mix of local govern- 
ment support and 
community dona- 
tions to keep them 
beautiful, thriving 
and accessible. 


a nes 


= 


490,000 Ibs of food to 
900+ families in 2020 


You Can Help 


¢ volunteer 


¢ donate funds or food 
¢ hold a food drive 
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JOIN US IN CELEBRATING 
_MBOT’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY! 


a tk = 


JULY 12, 2021 


3 __— ince oR LIONHEAD GOLF AND 
E} < ~ ANNIVERSARY 


7. i COUNTRY CLUB 
O| The es ey 1961 - 2021 ef fa ; 


Details: www.mbot.com 


This week's feature video. 


i 


Location: 
113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON. Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 486-019] 


Email Address: 

infofa)zestforliving.ca Join us today for shopping ina 

bubble call today to 
book your group. 


fest for Living 
Port Credit 
Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 


Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 
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Carjackers arrested after brazen daylight theft 


Two men _ have 
been charged in 
connection with a 
brazen daylight car- 
jacking that oc- 
curred in 
Mississauga _ last 
month, police re- 
vealed. 

The Central Rob- 
bery Bureau said 
late last week that 
the two men were 
charged in connec- 
tion with an incident 


that took place on 
May 21 in_ the 
Tomken Road and 
Pacific Gate area. 
Around 2:25 p.m., 
a victim was seated 
in her vehicle near 
the intersection of 
the area when she 
was approached by 
the suspects, who 
forced open the door 
to her vehicle, 
dragged her out and 
assaulted her before 


getting into her SUV 
and fleeing the area. 

The victim, a 59- 
year-old woman 
from Mississauga, 
was transported to a 
local hospital and 
treated for non-life- 
threatening injuries. 

Investigators later 
located the stolen 
vehicle in the 
Hurontario Street 
and Eglinton Av- 
enue area, with help 


from 12 Division’s 
Criminal Investiga- 
tion Bureau. 

22 year-old Ra- 
manpreet Singh, of 
Brampton, was 
charged with one 
count of wearing a 
disguise with intent 
and one count of 
robbery. It was also 
reported that he 
was also charged 
with kidnapping on 
April 10, as part of a 


kidnapping ring that 
abducted an adult 
male in Mississauga 
and seriously in- 
jured him before he 
was located by po- 
— 

ear-old Har- 

eep Singh, of 
Misses ied, was 
charged with one 
count of robbery, 
one count of wear- 
ing a disguise, and 
two counts of pos- 


sessing a controlled 
substance. 

Both suspects ap- 
peared in Brampton 
court for a bail hear- 
ing on May 22. 

Anyone with a cell- 
phone, dashcam 
video or other video 
footage of the May 
21 incident are 
asked to call police 
at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3410. 
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June 2 - October 13, 2021 ¢9 AM—5PM 
MISSISSAUGA CELEBRATION SQUARE 
(At Mississauga City Hall) 
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CENTRAL LIONS CLUB * 
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SUNDAYS * 


June 6 — October 31, 2021 8 AM—4PM 
3 ROBERT SPECK PARKWAY 
(south of Rathburn Rd. E. on Shipp Dr.) 


Market Manager: 
647-830-0216 « farmersmarket@lionscentral.com 
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Pawan Dewett 
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On World Environment Day, let’s do our part to help our Earth 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


World 
ment Day is on June 
5, with this year’s 
theme being "Ecosys- 
tem restoration." 

This year, Pakistan 


Environ- 


will become the 
global host country 
for World Environ- 
ment Day. This event 
will launch the 
United Nations 
Decade of Ecosystem 
Restoration. 

Restoration Ecol- 
ogy is the science and 
art of rejuvenating 
the —overexploited 
ecosystems to help 
regain their ecologi- 
cal function. Restor- 
ing ecosystems 
means “helping to re- 
store ecosystems that 
have been degraded 
or destroyed." 

It also includes the 
conservation of the 
ecosystems that are 
fragile or still intact. 

The ecosystem can 
be restored in many 
ways. Planting trees 
is one of the easiest 
and best ways of car- 
ing for the environ- 
ment. 

People also need to 
eliminate pressures 
on the environment. 

Urban and rural 
landscapes have dif- 
ferent ways to adapt 
and restore ecosys- 


tems. Also, the 
United Nations must 
raise environmental 
issues, such as defor- 
estation, food waste, 
global warming, air 
pollution, etc., in 
order to raise peo- 
ple's awareness of the 
environment. 

At the same time, 
create a national 
awareness of envi- 
ronmental _ protec- 
tion. 

There are many 
ways to protect the 
environment, such as 
promoting energ 
production throug 4 
solar energy, face. 
ing on forest man- 
agement, reducing 
the impact of green- 
house gases, planting 
gardens, and using 
hydropower to in- 
crease power genera- 
tion. To this end, just 
celebrate World En- 
vironment Day. 

World — Environ- 
ment Day is an im- 
portant event, as it 
recognizes a global 
movement to save 
our environment 
from various envi- 
ronmental challenges 
worldwide and en- 
courage people all 
over the world. 

World — Environ- 
ment Day is cele- 
brated every year, 
but the world not 
only takes the mind- 
set of reducing pollu- 
tion levels, but 
stopping said levels 
from increasing 
every year. Over the 


ast 12 months, there 

as been some re- 
duction in pollution 
due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, which re- 
duced our global car- 
bon footprint as 
motorists and com- 
muters stayed home 
en masse. 

Although this situa- 
tion is temporary, we 
can improve our en- 
vironment if we be- 
come aware of 
nature. 

One day, in the 
name of the sur- 
rounding air, water 
and climate, how can 
the environmental 
disturbances that we 
create throughout 
the year be rectified 
in one day? 

A slight improve- 
ment in your year- 
round habits is 
essential to overcom- 
ing year-round dis- 
tractions. If our small 
efforts in the envi- 
ronment continue 
throughout the year, 
the environment will 
be refined. 

Let's look at some 
of how the environ- 
ment works and what 
we can do for our en- 
vironment. 

Pay attention to the 
palace used in the 

ouse; you will see 
various things in it. 


Poet plastic, glass 
an even aily 
kitchen a 

Try to give the recy- 


cle bin that can that 
would otherwise be 
sold to the scavenger. 


From there, they take 


the old stuff to the re- 
cycling center and 
then make new 


things from these 
and reach you. Recy- 
cled plastic is used to 
make new goods. 
Paper, glass and 
metal products are 
also recycled. 

Late dispersal of 
waste by dumping it 
in the rubbis "Bi 
continues to damage 
the soil, water and 
air. 

Almost everything 
can be reused. Try to 
buy reusable materi- 
als such as glass, 


paper, plastic or 
metal. All of these 
things can be reused. 


Empty jugs, bottles, 
broken glasses and 
many other items 
made of glass, old 
newspapers, waste 
paper, cardboard, 
which are no longer 
needed, should all be 
recycled and so they 
can be reused. 

Global warming is a 
also a significant con- 
cern at the moment. 
The things we are 
using on the earth 
are constantly raising 
the temperature. 

The main reason 
for the rise in tem- 
perature is the smoke 
coming out of the 
factories. We can't 
stop it, but we can 
change our needs a 
little bit. 

Minimize daytime 
lighting in your 
home. If it is dark in 


Celebrate Seniors 


Month in Caledon 


Age-Friendly 


Sstedae 


a room, opening a 
window can light up 
that room. Turn off 
all electrical appli- 
ances in the house 
with the main button 
on the way out. In 
this way, electricity 
bills will be reduced, 
and coal will not have 
to be used to gener- 
ate more electricity. 

Plastic bags are pol- 
luting in cities — try 
recycling old cloth 
bags instead. A cloth 
bag is often reused. 
Instead of throwing 
away an old thing, 
think about using it a 
second time. 

Makin new 
product io recycling 
an old product also 
consumes energy 
and is a better alter- 
native to using the 
same tool repeatedly. 

Water is life. Over 
time, clean and fresh 
water becomes more 
and more valuable. 
Whenever you brush, 
turn off the tap, use 
the least amount of 
water while bathing, 
Use the washing ma- 
chine only when 
there are too many 
clothes. 
and paint 

not be 
dumped in drains be- 
cause it eventually 
pollutes the sea 
through rivers. 

Also, plant a plant 
and take responsibil- 
ity for growing it. 
Wiping away the dust 
on the old bulb will 
work in the room 


with only one bulb 
instead of two. 

Install solar water 
heater in the house. 
Use its hot water to 
wash the dishes. 

Also, if you spend 
money on all kinds of 
room fresheners and 
air purifiers, wait, 
you have an ab- 
solutely free alterna- 
tive. It is better to 
open the doors and 
windows of the room 
for a while than to 
apply room freshener 
repeatedly. 

Not only that, stop 
buying products sold 
in plastic bottles or 
containers as far as 
possible. Buy prod- 
ucts found in a glass 
or metal containers 
instead. 

Do not use plastic 
polythene while 
doing the grocery 
and shopping; in- 
stead, use a cloth bag. 

While celebrating 
any birthday, wed- 
ding, anniversary at 
home, we should use 
household utensils or 
leaves instead of dis- 
posable plates. 

Lastly, animal birds 
also have equal rights 
on this earth. There- 
fore, we should not 
destroy trees and 
plants around their 
habitat. Show kind- 
ness to the environ- 
ment, and it will 
return the favor in 
kind. 


PEEL 
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Community group eyes municipal concerns, development 
priorities at AGM 


MIRANET, Special 


Over the past 
several years. 
much of the work 
of the Missis- 
sauga Residents’ 
Association Net- 
work (MIRANET) 
has been in re- 
sponse to ques- 
tionable 
decisions at the 
Municipal,  Re- 
gional, and 
Provincial levels 
of government. 

Instead of work- 
ing on initiatives 
that are of inter- 
est to Residents’ 
Associations 
(RA’s) and those 
collectively cho- 
sen by MIRANET 


Council mem- 
bers, time and 
again we _ have 


had to quickly 
pivot to respond. 
MIRANET has 
noted a number 
of troubling de- 
velopments at all 
levels of govern- 
ment highlight- 
ing an 
accelerating ero- 
sion of demo- 
cratic principles 
and procedures. 
Of particular 
note were the 
Noise Control 
Bylaw Review 
and the Burn- 
hamthorpe Out- 


door Rink 

demolition. 
Ahead of the 

group's annual 


general meeting 
on June 2, we 
wanted to look at 
the various issues 
impacting these 
levels of govern- 
ment. 

We noted a gen- 
eral lack of 
proper and thor- 
ough public con- 
sultation on 
many issues. 


Given that issues 
such as Missis- 
sauga Fire and 
Emergency Serv- 
ices’ (MFES) ten- 


year capital 
budget and the 
Chic Murray 
Arena redevelop- 
ment involve 
large _expendi- 


tures or signifi- 
cant changes to 
public 


policy, 


why was there in- 
adequate public 
consultation? 
Was this by de- 
sign? 

When municipal 
public consulta- 
tions were con- 
vened, we noted: 

Poor survey 
design 
Ambiguous 
questions 
Registration 
was required to 
complete a sim- 
ple survey, some- 
times to a third 
party. 

- Notwithstand- 
ing registration, 
there were no 
limits to the 
number of times 
one _ individual 
could complete 
the survey 

- Non-residents 


could participate 
in the survey 

- A low number 
of responses, not 
statistically rep- 
resentative of the 
broader popula- 
tion, nevertheless 
guided decision 
making. 


During Town 
Hall events 
hosted by the City 


of Mississauga, 


we noted the fol- 
lowing: 

- Discussions re- 
sulted in consen- 
suS across a 
broad range of 
stakeholder 
groups, but the 
final proposal did 
not address many 
of the concerns of 
the participants 

Poor atten- 
dance is’ the 
norm. Why has 
the City not done 
a better job in 
reaching out to 
its residents and 
making it easier 
for them to par- 
ticipate? 

Are these 
Town Hall dis- 
cussions merely a 
tick in the box or 
does the City ac- 
tually want our 


feedback? 

- Engagement 
process 

- Some Council- 
lors have refused 
to engage with 
residents or RA’s, 
even though they 


are elected to 
serve all resi- 
dents and _ not 


just the ones who 
agree with them 
- Online Council 


Ve \ 


and Committee 
meetings throw 
up high barriers 
to participation. 
In addition to re- 
quiring 48-hour 
advance registra- 
tion, questions 
must be submit- 
ted in writing or 
via email in ad- 
vance. 
Microphones 
are cut to limit 
residents’ ques- 
tions of clarifica- 
tion or rebuttal, 
which stifles 
thoughtful con- 
tributions. 
Residents 
without access to 
bandwidth and a 
digital device are 
effectively — ex- 
cluded from par- 
ticipation 
Regarding pub- 


—o- 


lic consultation at 
the provincial 
level on munici- 
pal affairs, sev- 
eral issues were 
brought to light 
concerning gov- 
ernance, which 
MIRANET expe- 
rienced on issues 
of major import 
to Official Plans, 
with the potential 
for long-lasting 


consequences 


cannot be 
done. 

Why did 
provincial gov- 
ernment throw 
up so many ob- 
stacles to public 
participation? 

Some of the ob- 
stacles MIRANET 
was forced to deal 
with were: 

- MPPs do not 
provide answers 
to questions, but 


un- 


the 


instead _—repeat 
canned _ talking 
points 


- MPPs vote the 
party line instead 
of voting to ad- 
vance the inter- 


ests of their 
constituents 
MPPs _ long 


delay their re- 
sponse to resi- 


dents and their 
questions/con- 
cerns 

MPPs ignore 
residents on con- 
tentious issues 

- MPPs refuse to 
take responsibil- 
ity on issues and 
shunt the blame 
back to other lev- 
els of govern- 
ment. 

Dealing — with 
these attacks on 
our democratic 
rights has been 
very time con- 
suming, frustrat- 
ing and 
disappointing. 

The trifecta of 
upcoming _ elec- 
tions is not far 
off; our leaders 
will once again 
approach the 
electorate, asking 
for our vote. 

How can we 
compel our 
politicians to do 
the job they were 
elected to do? 

How can we 
have any confi- 
dence that they 


are actually lis- 
tening and fol- 
lowing through 


on their prom- 
ises? 

How can we 
know with any 
certainty whether 
they understand 
the great privi- 
lege and respon- 
sibility we have 
given them? 
We must all 
work collectively 
to get out the vote 
at all levels of 
government. 
Those of you 
who can, must 
become more in- 
volved in holding 
our elected repre- 
sentatives to ac- 
count. 
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Brampton Entrepreneur Serves Up Pizza That Tastes Like Home 


Vernon D’Mello is 
the CEO of 
RAPiZZA, a pizza 
shop in the GTA 
that rapidly delivers 
sophisticated inter- 
national cuisine in 
the comfort of a 
pizza. 

Their chefs take 
inspiration from all 
over the world to 
create east and west 
fusion menus. In 
just one year, they 
have opened seven 
locations across the 
GTA! 

Vernon was not 
always an entrepre- 
neur. He worked in 
a corporate market- 
ing role until 2015 
when he lost his job 


bs | | 
a... 


RAPiZZA (P 


due to downsizing. 

“T didn't know 
what to do. I was re- 
ally scared,” Vernon 
explains. Pushing 
past the fear, he 
started his own dig- 
ital marketing 
agency, 1ADZ, while 
driving for Uber and 
Skip The Dishes to 
make ends meet. 

These jobs meant 
interacting with lots 
of different people 
each day. As an in- 
novative _ thinker, 
Vernon saw this as 
an opportunity to 
build the clientele 
for his business. 

“T took an A4 size 
paper and printed 
on it, ‘Your Uber 


10to Courtesy 
of RAPiZZA / Brampto 


Entrepreneur Centre 


#AccessibleCanada 


#AccessAbility 


driver knows more 
about the internet 
than you, ask him a 
question’.” 

People took notice, 
started a conversa- 
tion, and slowly but 
surely he built a net- 
work of clientele in 
need of his market- 
ing expertise. 

“T was the Uber 
driver with a suit on, 
and the guy to help 
people solve their 
problems. I think 


that reall res- 
onated,” e  ex- 
plains. 


Since then, Ver- 
non has continued 
1ADZ, collaborated 
with friends to runa 
restaurant, among 


other ventures. In 
one way or another, 
each of his endeav- 
ours focus on serv- 
ing the needs of 
people in the com- 
munity. 

After years of 
being an entrepre- 
neur, developing 
new ideas has be- 
come second nature 
for Vernon. 

As an immigrant 
from Poona, India, 
he noticed that the 
flavours of home al- 
ways transport him 
to a happy place. 

“Even if it was just 
for a minute, I 
would eat the food 
and go back to a 
happy place,” he ex- 
plains. 

So in 2020, while 
other businesses 
were closing up 
shop, he decidéd to 
start RAPiZZA to 
give people the feel- 
ing of home away 
from home. 

When executing 
big ideas, having the 
right team is crucial. 
This is why Vernon 
invested in a team of 
professors to help 
him develop an 
array of interna- 
tional recipes. 

As he _ explains, 
“There was a time 
when I must have 
tasted more than a 
100 different types 
of pizza! But it was 
worth it, we’ve de- 


veloped _ flavours 
that are amazing!” 

To get the brand to 
where it is today, he 
uses a franchising 
business model. 
Clients provide the 
capital, and he pro- 
vides them with a 
fully operational 
franchise. Some of 
the flavours include 
butter chicken, tan- 
doori shrimp, 
roasted cauliflower, 
and lamb seekh 
kebab, among many 
others. They de- 
velop each recipe 
with the cultural di- 
versity of the GTHA 
in mind. 

Starting a fran- 
chise that serves 
fresh ingredients, 
unique product of- 
ferings, and employ- 
ees 36 people and 
counting has been a 
continuous process 
of obstacles and les- 
sons learned. 

Thankfully, Ver- 
non has the support 
of his business part- 
ners, family, and the 
Brampton — Entre- 
preneur Centre 
(BEC) to help along 
the way. 

He credits Daniel 
Bishun, one of 
BEC’s business ad- 
visors, for connect- 
ing him with key 
resources and op- 
portunities across 
the City of Bramp- 
ton. 


Disability 


Melson 2O ik 
Leaving No 
One Behind 


As he_ explains, 
“The pandemic has 
taught us a lot... but 
we've been blessed 
with amazing peo- 
ple around us who 
believe in our idea.” 

In the spirit of 
paying it forward, 
RAPiZZA has part- 
nered up with Mil- 
ton District Hospital 
and SickKids to start 
a #ServeTheServer 
campaign. Through 
this initiative, peo- 
pe can gift a meal to 
rontline healthcare 
staff. In addition, 
5% of all revenue 
generated through 
this campaign is 
being donated to 
SickKids! 

Even as he contin- 
ues to build his pizza 
empire, he already 
has two ideas for 
new businesses in 
development! For 
those interested in 
starting their own 
business, Vernon 
says to remember 
that “you can 
achieve what you 
want to achieve by 


doing the right 
thing...stand by it, 
stick by it. People 


will believe in you 
because you stick by 
your guns.” 

To get a taste of 
RAPiZZA’s imagina- 
tive flavours, visit 
rapizza.ca. 
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From Grand River to Riverwood, as new executive director set 
to lead conservancy 


The Riverwood 
Conservancy 
(TRC) announced 
Tuesday that Sara 
Wilbur-Collins as 
its new Executive 
Director. 

Wilbur-Collins, 
a veteran with 
more than 20 
years of conserva- 
tion organization 
experience, most 
recently served as 
the Executive Di- 
rector of the 

ae 


Grand River Con- 
servation Founda- 
tion. 

TRC said Tues- 
day that Wilbur- 
Collins is a 
strategic leader 
who values collab- 
oration with 
board members, 
volunteers, and 
staff, and has 
proven her ability 
to build relation- 
ships, reach phil- 
anthropic goals, 


mY 


and achieve long- 
term success. 

She comes to 
TRC at a time 
when Mississauga 
residents have in- 
creasingly turned 
to Riverwood as a 
place of solace 
amid the COVID- 
19 pandemic, and 
as the organiza- 
tion has expanded 
its reach through 
virtual programs 
to connect more 


Inspiring and guiding 
our next generation 
of business leaders 


people with na- 
ture, the organi- 
zation said. 

“We are most 
excited to have 
Sara’s expertise 
and enthusiasm to 
further the devel- 
opment of our or- 
ganization, and 
we're looking for- 
ward to a success- 
ful future under 
her leadership,” 
said Carolyn 


board of directors 
at The Riverwood 
Conservancy. 
“T’m looking for- 
ward to working 
with The River- 
wood Conser- 
vancy’s staff, 
volunteers, mem- 
bers, donors, and 
supporters to pre- 
serve the beauty 
and __ ecological 
health of River- 
wood, while con- 
tinuing to connect 


TO YOUR 


TEACHER - 


our community 
with nature 
through our pro- 
grams,” Wilbur- 
Collins said in a 
statement. 
Wilbur-Collins 
will assume her 
role on June 14, 
2021, replacing 
Robin Haley- 
Gillin, who filled 
the role of Acting 
Executive Direc- 
tor in Mar. 2021. 
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Sheridan honoured at prestigious awards 


Peel Region’s 
own Sheridan Col- 
lege was among a 
prestigious group 
of professionals 
honoured for their 
work in business 
communication 
during an online 
gala hosted late 
last month. 

On May 26, the 
Toronto chapter of 
the International 
Association of 
Business Commu- 
nicators 
(IABC/Toronto) 
celebrated commu- 
nication _ profes- 
sionals for their 
talent and creative 
brilliance at the 
36th annual IABC 
and Toronto OVA- 
TION Awards, 
hosted by Cana- 
dian talk show host 
and entertainment 
reporter Lainey 
Lui. 

Streamed live-to- 
air from Arcadian 
Court, the presti- 
gious event drew 
hundreds of atten- 
dees — from stu- 
dents to polished 
professionals — 
who tuned in from 
the comfort and 


safety of their own 
homes to get a 
front-row seat of 
Toronto's top tal- 
ent. 

“The year 2020 
was rhea 
and change 
everything. There 
were world-chang- 
ing developments 
at every turn, polit- 
ical shifts, waves of 
social change and a 
global pandemic. 
Communicators 
rose to the chal- 
lenge,” the organi- 
zation said after 
the event. “They 
played an integral 
role in keeping 
people informed, 
safe and connected 
aS we navigated 


challenging and 
unprecedented 
times __ together, 
while _ physically 
apart. 

The OVATION 
Awards _ received 


more than 200 en- 
tries this year. In 
total, 49 Awards of 
Merit and 41 
Awards of Excel- 
lence were recog- 
nized at the event 
and were evaluated 
against the Global 


Standard of the 
communications 
profession using 
IABC's Global 
Seven-Point Scale 
of Excellence. 

Sheridan, which 
operates campuses 
in Mississauga and 
Brampton, picked 
up the 2021 Not- 
for-Profit Commu- 
nication Departent 
of the Year, as part 
of a group of six 
Awards of Distinc- 
tion given to agen- 
cies and 
communication 
departments. 

For 2021, 
IABC/Toronto in- 
troduced the Best 
of the Best Judges' 
Choice Award. 

Recommended 
by OVATION 
Award judges and 
reviewed by a 
panel of accredited 
international [ABC 
judges, this year’s 
winner, Missis- 
sauga-based Maple 
Leaf Foods, was 
given the Judges’ 
Choice Award for 
the "Maple Leaf 
Foods Sustainabil- 
ity Program.” 

The awards also 


recognized a prom- 
ising young com- 
municator with the 
Bobbie ‘Resnick 
Student of the Year 
Award, given to a 
student from an 
accredited institu- 
tion that has 
demonstrated 
leadership and ex- 
cellence in the 
communications 
field. 

The 2021 Student 
of the Year Award 
was awarded to 
Jacob R. Robinson, 


CAPM, who stud- 
ies at Humber Col- 
lege in the Public 
Relations Ad- 
vanced Diploma 
program. 
"Congratulations 
to all our OVA- 
TION Award win- 
ners. Never before 
have our evalua- 
tors seen so many 
high-calibre —_en- 
tries, which is par- 
ticularly 


impressive given 
communica- 
challenges 


the 
tions 


that 2020 _ pre- 
sented,” said Rus- 


sell Baker, the 

president of 

IABC/Toronto. 
“We are ex- 


tremely proud of 
the work Toronto 
communicators 
produced over the 
past year and their 
commitment to de- 
livering the global 
standard of the 
communications 
profession." 


WN OF CALEDO 
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Mississauga- 
based developer 
EllisDon an- 
nounce Monday 
that Max Mantha 
has been upped to 
the role of Senior 
Vice President of 
Eastern Canada, 
and Richard 
Whyte has been 
appointed as the 
new Vice President 
and Area Manager 
of the Toronto 
Civil Construction 
team. 

"I am very proud 
of the growth of 
EllisDon's Eastern 
Civil Construction 
team and I am 


\e 
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pleased to an- 
nounce the pro- 
motion of two top 
leaders," said El- 
lisDon chief oper- 
ating officer of 
construction oper- 
ations, Kieran 
Hawe, "Max and 
Richard are both 
passionate and 
driven __ leaders, 
who also give back 
extensively to their 
respective commu- 
nities." 

Mantha joined 
EllisDon's Civil Di- 
vision in 2014 and 
was quickly ap- 
pointed General 
Manager of Looby 


pia) 


—e— 


Construction, an 
EllisDon sub- 
sidiary, where he 
assumed the full 
financial, safety 
and _ operational 
responsibility of 
all Looby's busi- 
ness activities 
across Canada. 
After a year of 
unprecedented 
success, he was ap- 
pointed Vice Pres- 
ident and Area 
Manager for Ellis- 
Don Toronto Civil. 
"I am truly hum- 
bled to take on this 
exciting leadership 
opportunity with 
EllisDon," said 


aes =~ 
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Mantha, Whyte upped to new roles at EllisDon 


Mantha. "I am so 
fortunate to have 
had the best 
teams, leaders, 
mentors, partners 
and family to sup- 


port these exciting 
career develop- 
ments. Together, 


we will continue to 
drive the success 
and entrepreneur- 
ial enthusiasm of 
this business for- 
ward." 

Recently, Man- 
tha was recognized 
as one of the best 
40 Under 40 by 
the On-Site Mag. 
He also devotes ef- 
forts to many im- 


portant causes 
such as his current 
role as Chair of the 
Lassonde School 
of Civil Engineer- 
ing's Advisory 
Board. 

Mantha will 
oversee all build- 
ings and_ civil 
works in Eastern 
Canada and pro- 
vide support to the 
regional offices in 
Toronto, London, 
Stratford, Ottawa 
and Halifax, as re- 
quired. 

Whyte joined E]- 
lisDon in 2014 as 
an estimator in the 
Toronto Civil 
group. The follow- 
ing year, he was 
promoted to Sen- 
ior Estimator. In 
2018, Whyte was 
promoted to Chief 
Estimator. 

"The opportunity 
to lead this team of 
dynamic and suc- 
cessful individuals 
is something I 
truly am_ excited 
about and I can't 


wait to get 
started." said 
Whyte. 


As an avid com- 


munity member, 
Whyte sits on the 
Public Advisory 
Committee for the 
George Civil Engi- 
neering Technol- 
ogy Program, The 
Urban Land Insti- 
tute Advisory 
Board and he is a 
mentor in_ the 
Toronto Commu- 
nity Benefits Pro- 


gram and_ the 
NexGen Builders 
Program. 


In a statement, 
the developer said 
he also supports 
impactful initia- 
tives such as the 
Afro Canadian 
Construction As- 
sociation (ACCA), 
EllisDon's Alliance 
of Black Employee 
Experience and 
Leadership 
(ABEEL) and 
other EllisDon and 
industry-led _ ef- 
forts. 

Whyte will over- 
see all leadership 
and _responsibili- 
ties as Area Man- 


ager of the 
EllisDon Toronto 
Civil group. 


MBOT set to distribute fee self-screening kits for small businesses 


The Missis- 
sauga Board of 
Trade announced 
Tuesday that, in 
partnership with 
the Canadian 
Chamber of 
Commerce, On- 
tario Chamber of 
Commerce, On- 
tario and Cana- 

i a n 
governments, it 
will help launch 
the COVID-19 
Rapid Screening 
Program. 

Through _ this 
initiative, the 
Mississauga 
Board of Trade 
will provide free 
rapid tests for 
small and 
medium-sized 
businesses. 

“Rapid screen- 


ing in the work- 
lace is essential 
or workplace 
safety and 
worker peace of 
mind,” said 
MBOT CEO 
David Wojcik. 
“Having free 
screening _ kits 
available for 
businesses gives 
every eligible 
workplace an op- 
portunity to 
screen their on- 
site staff on a 
regular basis.” 
Businesses can 
visit the MBOT 
website at 
mbot.com/rapid- 
antigen-screen- 
ing-kit and order 
a two-week sup- 
ply of Abbott 
Panbio Antigen 


screening kits. 

Employers are 
required to ap- 
point a represen- 
tative who will be 
responsible for 
supervising the 
self-screening 
process. 

Appointed su- 
pervisors are re- 

uired to attend 
the initial pick- 
up in order to re- 
ceive video 
training on test- 
ing supervision 
and safe disposal 
guidelines. 

The kits will be 
available for 
pick-up, by ap- 
pointment only, 
at the sister 
building beside 
MBOT at 55 City 
Centre Drive. 


The site will 
open June 1, and 
operate week] 
Tuesday throug 
Thursday, from 9 
a.m.-1p.m 


All visitors 
must complete 
and pass a 
COVID-19 as- 
sessment before 
entry into the 


premises. A QR 
Code will be dis- 
played at the en- 
trance. Visitors 
can also fill it out 
online on the day 
of your pick up 
here. Check-in at 
registration and 
provide the com- 

leted PASP 

Provincial Anti- 
gen Screening 
Program) form, 
which can be 


—o- 


found on _ the 
MBOT website 
(mbot.com). 

Visitors are 


asked to bring a 
printed copy of 
the completed 
form or e-mail an 
oa ony 


[sonia “on 
Business’ will 
also be required 
to electronically 
submit screening 
results at 
mbot.com/rapid- 
antigen-screen- 
ing-kit by the 
end of each 
week. Accumu- 
lated data will be 
reported to the 
appropriate gov- 


ernment offi- 
cials. 
It is recom- 


mended that 
staff be screened 
twice weekly. 

In a statement 
Tuesday, MBOT 
said it has also 
produced a 
paae eas 
tool calle 
F.A.S.T. (The 
Fast Antigen 
Screening 
Toolkit), a plan- 
ning document 
that outlines 
communication, 
screening devices 
and best prac- 
tices prior to 
starting the 
P.A.S.P program. 

To learn more 
and order rapid 
tests for your 
business, visit 
www.mbot.com. 
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COVID-19 PFIZER 
VACCINE POP-UP CLINIC 


FOR BLACK, AFRICAN, AND 
CARIBBEAN COMMUNITIES 
18+ LIVING IN BRAMPTON AND MALTON 


MAY 15 - JUNE 11 


Monday - Friday: 9am - 9pm 
Saturday- Sunday: 10am - 6pm 
BRAMALEA CIVIC CENTRE VISIT: https://rootscs.org/covid-19 


CALL: (647) 812-8545 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 


150 Central Park Dr, Brampton ON, L6T 1B4 


BRING PROOF OF RESIDENCE 


© = 
0 oats 4 BPAO = 5k Region 
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Poetry Writing Contest 


Deadline: September 30, 2021 


Submit your poetry for a chance at winning $100 1°, $75 2nd or $50 34 Indigo Gift 


Certificate prizes. 


In association with Mississauga Arts Council 


and Peel Weekly News 


For submission guidelines and to submit, 


email submissions@mississaugawritersgroup.com 


apuriters F Ee . 
Pe, Mississauga Writers Group 


www.mississaugawritersgroup.com 


qhistlisa,, 
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Benefitting The Community Foundation of Mississauga 
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Arts on the Credit 
Virtual Gallery presents: 


Brenda Brown B 
Solo Exhibition Mn“ 


“Spontaneous Diversity’ 
June 1st - 30th, 2021 


Join us for the Online Reception 
Thursday June 10th 


o 7:00 pm - 3:00 pm 
You will meet the Artist as she 


takes you through her journey 
; a behind each of her pieces 


The show can be viewed 
during the month of June at 


y 
www. artsonthecredit.ca/gallery/ 


lide oy 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Caledon celebrates Pride Month with flag-raising ceremony 


As municipali- 
ties in Peel rolled 
out their suite of 
activites for Pride 
Month, Caledon 
Council hosted a 
flag-raising cele- 
bration to mark 
the occasion. 

PRIDE month is 
an opportunity to 
celebrate and ex- 
press commit- 
ment to inclusion 
and diversity, in 

articular on be- 


alf of the 
LGBTQ+ commu- 
nity, said the 


Town earlier this 
week. 

"(We are) so ex- 
cited to share an- 
other Pride 
Month with our 
community,” said 
Julia Bertola of 
Caledon Pride. 
“Along with our 
community part- 
ners, we are 
proud to have 


helped coordinate 
such an impor- 


tant event. 
Raisin the 
Pride flag is a 


meaningful ges- 
ture that  pro- 
motes inclusivity 
in Caledon and 
can help our com- 
munity members 
feel safe and rep- 
resented. We 
hope that despite 
not being able to 
physically gather, 
the Caledon com- 
munity will still 
come _ together 
this June to cele- 
brate the spirit of 
Pride.” 

To mark the oc- 
casion, Mayor 
Allan Thompson 
and _representa- 
tives from local 
organizations 
raised the PRIDE 
community rain- 
bow flag outside 
Town Hall in 


Caledon East. At 
the same time, a 
rainbow-themed 
bench — donated 
by Peel PRIDE — 
was unveiled. 

The bench is in- 
stalled behind 
Town Hall along- 
side the main en- 
trance to the 
Caledon Trailway. 

“Each year, we 
raise the Pride 
flag in Caledon as 
a reminder that 
we are moving 
ahead boldly in 
creating safe, car- 
ing and inclusive 
communities,” 
said Mayor Allan 
Thompson. 

“l'm so proud 
that we will also 


be unveiling a 
beautiful _ pride 
bench... (do- 


nated) by Peel 
Pride before they 
handed the torch 
to local pride or- 


ganizations _ like 
Caledon Pride to 
continue their im- 
portant work in 
our communi- 
ties.” 

As Caledon's di- 
versity continues 
to flourish, resi- 
dents need to 


continue to build 
a more inclusive 
community for 
all, said Dmytro 
Basmat of Youth 
Activists Inc. 
“This Pride flag 
raising is a sym- 
bol for change, 
and we must con- 


tinue to take ac- 
tion to move our 
community for- 
ward and to make 
our community 
better for every- 
one. That starts 
with celebrating 
and embracing 
Pride." 


Submitted Photo - Town of Caledon 


Brampton launches new arts internship for Black & Indigenous youth 


Anew youth 
internship and 
co-op program, 
billed as the 
“first of its kind” 
in the country, 


launches in 
Brampton this 
week. 


The city an- 
nounced Tues- 
day that its new 
Black and _ In- 
digenous Youth 
Internship and 
Co-op Program 
in the perform- 
ing arts kicks off 
this Saturday, 
June 5. 

Designed _ by 
and for Black 
and Indigenous 
students, the 
program was de- 
veloped to cele- 
brate and elevate 
Black and _ In- 
digenous youth, 


increase cultural 
understanding, 
provide opportu- 
nities for profes- 
s 1on a 
development, 
and prepare stu- 
dents for future 
leadership posi- 
tions and careers 
in the live per- 
forming arts in- 
dustry. 

“The (city) is 
committed to 
prioritizing the 
voices and needs 
of youth and rec- 
ognizes the im- 
portance of and 
value in taking 
action and in- 
vesting in our 
young people,” 
said Wards 1 & 5 
regional council- 
lor Rowena San- 
tos earlier this 
week. “Intern- 


ship and co-op 
programs benefit 
youth tremen- 
dously and I’m 
proud to say 
Brampton is the 
first city in 
Canada to offer 
this program to 
Black and _ In- 
digenous youth 
in the perform- 
ing arts.” 
Recognizing 
the need for ac- 
tion on equity 


and social im- 
pact, the ae 
gram will help 


break down bar- 
riers that Black 
and Indigenous 
youth experience 
in acquiring 
training and op- 
portunities in 
the arts. 

The program is 
supported by Al- 


goma University 
and managed by 
the City’ of 
Brampton, in co- 
ordination with 


local school 
boards. 

Over the past 
three months, 


the first cohort 
of five students 
started the pilot 
prepram with 
ead mentors 
and community 
members 
Cameron Grant, 
Angela __ Boyer, 
Deneille R. Wal- 
ters, as well as 
the City’s Per- 


forming Arts 
staff. 
The team 


worked on this 
virtual pilot 
project to design 
a framework for 
the program for 


—o- 


years to come. 

The Rose 
Brampton — will 
host a_ virtual 
presentation 
Saturday at 1 
p-m. for inter- 
ested _partici- 
pants to learn 
more about the 
2021 pilot pro- 
gram, the stu- 
dents' roles as 
program design- 
ers, and how to 
get involved. 

In 2022, one 
paid internship 
spot, will be 
open to univer- 
sity and college 
applicants, and 
four co-op spots, 
open to_high- 
school appli- 
cants, will be 
available 
through the pro- 
gram. 


“We hope stu- 
dents participat- 
ing with _ this 
program will ex- 
plore careers in 
Performing Arts, 
work toward 
their own learn- 
ing goals, and 
create innovative 
initiatives that 
celebrate and 
uplift youth in 
Brampton,” said 
the city’s execu- 
tive artistic di- 
rector of 
performing arts, 
Steven Schipper. 

For more infor- 
mation on the 
program and to 
register, visit the 
Rose Brampton 


website at 
therosebramp- 
ton.ca. 
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Finalists & Community Award Winners Announced for 2021 MARTYs 


Some of the 
biggest names in 
local arts and cul- 
ture will be recog- 
nized later this 
month, as the Mis- 
sissauga Arts Coun- 
cil unveils its list of 
finalists and Com- 
munity Award 
Winners for the 
2021 MARTY 
Awards. 

The arts organiza- 
tion said late last 
week that the final- 
ists have been 
picked for the an- 
nual = ceremony, 
which _ celebrates 
the greatest 
achievements in the 
arts in Mississauga 
across all artistic 
practices. 

This year, awards 
will be presented in 
18 categories, along 
with special awards 
recognizing out- 
standing contribu- 
tors to the history of 
the arts in Missis- 
sauga. 

For their unwa- 
vering commitment 
to the arts in our 
city, and financial 
support of creative 
initiatives, events, 
and _ infrastructure 


that add to the 
quality of life in the 
community, Port 
Credit Community 
Foundation will be 
awarded the Laurie 


Pallett Patron of the 
Arts Award for 
2021. 


Mary Miskic, a 
long-time volunteer 
for many Missis- 
sauga-based organ- 
izations and 
numerous boards, 
committees and 
fundraising activi- 
ties, will receive the 
Hazel McCallion 
Volunteer of the 
Year Award. 

For his tremen- 
dous contributions 
over 40 years, as a 
musician, recording 
producer, teacher, 
mentor, and advo- 
cate for the next 
generation of musi- 
cians, Anthony 
Panacci_ will be 
awarded the Life- 
time Achievement 
Award by Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie. 

The list of finalists 
includes the follow- 
ing: 

- Dance Emerg- 
ing: Emily Roman, 
Purawai Vyas and 


Rohan Dhupar 

- Dance Estab- 
lished: Alex Pollard, 
Lester Kofi Black 
Twumasi and Tobin 
Thomas 

Digital Arts 

Award Emerging: 
MICHAELxCrusty, 
Shelley Jarrett, Vir- 
shub Merai 

- Fashion & 
Beauty Established: 
Carlos __ Herrera, 
Maya Charbin, Na- 
taliia Lunata 

Literary Arts 

Emerging: Anjula 
Evans, Carolyne 
Topdjian, Christina 
Hamid and Qurat 
Dar 

- Literary Arts Es- 
tablished: Anna Yin 


and Pratap Reddy 

- Music - Group 
Emerging: Five and 
Tens, The Bone- 
heads and The 
Southdowns 

- Music - Group 
Established: Bywa- 
ter Call, MAYBE 
MAY, Pink Leather 
Jackets and U.N. 
Jefferson 

- Music - Solo In- 
strumental Estab- 
lished: Davor 
Jordanovski, Jun- 
ior Santos and 
Mark Kelso 

- Music - Solo Vo- 
calist Emerging: 
Bree Taylor, 
Cmagic5, Dani 


Kristina, Gabriela 
Rodgers and Mauve 


- Music - Solo Vo- 
calist Established: 
Cat Bernardi, 
Heather Christine, 
Matt Zaddy, Mega 
Sean and Stephanie 
Braganza 

- Theatre Arts Es- 
tablished: Andre 
Anthony, Jasmine 
Sawant and Prince 
Amponsah 

Visual Arts 
Emerging: Amanda 
Foulds, Karim 
Machado-Aman 
and Yen Linh Thai 

- Visual Arts Es- 
tablished: Angela 


Chao, Luanga 
Nuwame, Meena 
Chopra, Raheel 
Patel and Sherry 
Prenevost 


- Virtual Festival 
of the Year Award: 
MonstrARTity — - 
#BollywoodMon- 
ster Mashup, Rock 
the Coliseum and 
Tim Hortons 
Southside Shuffle 
Blues and Jazz Fes- 
tival 

Due to COVID-19 
protocols and its re- 
strictions on pro- 
duction, the 2021 
MARTY Awards 
will air online on 
Tuesday, June 29 at 
7 pin; 

For more infor- 
mation, visit mis- 
sissaugaartscouncil 
.com/themartys. 


Dedicate a book to your favourite teacher with new library dedication 


It's been a chal- 
lenging year for 
students and 
teachers alike. 

Perhaps there 
was a_ special 
teacher who sup- 
ported your child 


during a difficult 
lesson, or really 
showed _ his/her 
passion for teach- 
ing throughout 
the months of vir- 
tual learning. 
Residents can 


show their appre- 
ciation for their 
child's favourite 
teacher(s) with a 
Caledon Public 
Library (CPL) 
Book Dedication! 

“There will be at 


least one teacher 
you will always 
remember. She 
may have offered 
a shoulder to cry 
on when things 
were going 
wrong, or maybe 


“ 
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he was the one 
who encouraged 
your child to ex- 
press their cre- 
ative side, 
fostering a love of 
learning,” said 
Colleen Lipp, 
CEO and Chief Li- 
brarian of Cale- 
don Public 
Library. 

“We want to 
help you celebrate 
these educational 
leaders as_ they 
continue to in- 
spire future gen- 
erations.” 

For a minimum 
donation of $20 
to Caledon Public 
Library, a cus- 
tomized e-Card 
with a personal- 
ized message will 


be sent to your 
favourite teacher. 

Participants can 
also choose the 
genre of the book 
to be dedicated 
and receive a link 
to the library’s 
online catalogue 
to view the dedi- 
cation. 

Funds received 
from the book do- 
nations will be 
put towards sup- 
porting Caledon 
Public Library’s 
various __ collec- 
tions. 

For more details 
and to dedicate a 
book, please visit 
caledon.library.o 
n.ca. 
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Mississauga singer celebrates 20 years of giving at vocal arts festival 


The Toronto 
Vocal Arts Festi- 
val marked a 
milestone 10th 
anniversary with 
the help of some 
local friends this 
week. 

The virtual fes- 
tival, which runs 
through June 6, 
included several 
local performers 
among a suite of 
notable _ partici- 
pants, including 
Mississauga 
singer and event 
organizer Patti 
Jannetta and mu- 
sical siblings The 
Ault Sisters. 

Amanda, Alicia, 
and Alanna Ault 
showcased _ their 
trademark vocal 
harmonies in a 
variety of jazz 
and contempo- 
rary songs as part 
of the FreePlay 
Friday & Friends 
II performance. 

Jannetta, a 
founding board 
member of 
SING!, a member 
of the Missis- 
sauga Music 
Walk of Fame 
and a founding 
member of Mis- 
sissauga Italfest 


and the Missis- 
sauga Waterfront 
Festival, also par- 
ticipated in the 


annual festival, 
which featured 
more than 20 
hours of content 
and musical 
styles from 


around the globe. 

In addition to 
world-class con- 
cert perform- 
ances, the festival 
offered live, in- 
teractive educa- 
tional workshops 
facilitated by the 
world’s best a 
cappella profes- 
sionals. 

The event also 
included the 
SING! 10-Year 
Anniversary Spe- 
cial, featuring in- 
terviews and 
concert footage 
from the past, 
which saw _ the 
festival welcome 
the world’s great- 
est vocal groups 
and showcase 
Toronto’s talent 
to the world. 

SING! Artistic 
Directors Dylan 
Bell and Suba 
Sankaran said the 
festival’s 10th 
year is a mile- 


stone that’s cause 
for celebration, 
despite the ongo- 
ing pandemic re- 
strictions. 

“As SING! cele- 
brates a decade of 
entertaining au- 
diences, we're 
oe to have 

rought attention 
to countless new 
artists as well as 
presented _ best- 
selling interna- 
tional acts,” said 
Bell. 

The group has 
also launched 


several SING! 
partner festivals 
in Texas, as well 
as SING! Edin- 
burgh at Edin- 
burgh _ Festival 
Fringe, said Bell. 

The _ festival’s 
online format 
also offers unique 
opportunities for 
audiences and 
performers alike 
in this time of un- 
certainty. 

“While the per- 
formers miss the 
energy and cama- 
raderie of live au- 


diences, we're 
pleased to be able 
to showcase a 
cappella talent 
virtually, from 
across Canada 
and around the 
world,” said 
Sankaran. 


“The online for- 
mat allows audi- 
ences near and 
far to experience 
it from the com- 
fort and safety of 
their homes.” 

“We’re also fo- 
cused on sup- 
porting both our 


audience and 
performers, many 
of whom _ have 
been hard hit by 
the pandemic,” 
she said. “Our 
ticket pricing ac- 
commodates buy- 
ers of all budgets, 
while still fairly 
compensating 
artists.” 

More informa- 
tion can be found 
by visiting the 
event website at 
singtoronto.com. 


Supporting Residents in Need Through Food Tables 


by William Graham, Special 


AI waited at The 
DAM’s food table at 
3115 Hurontario 
Street last Thurs- 
day, around 5 p.m., 
it was raining and 4 
degrees. 

I was wet and 
cold. A couple came 
along looking for 
food. I tried to sug- 
gest appropriate 
items depending on 
whether they are in 


or outside. They 
thought they would 
be outside. 


When I left, while 
I was wet and cold, 
I was going home to 
a warm apartment 
where (my _ wife) 
Shirley was waiting 
with a good supper. 

We must realize 


how fortunate we 
are and also recog- 
nize the injustice of 
the system and 
those less fortu- 
nate. As we said the 
supper meal grace, 
the words _ re- 
minded us of how 
fortunate we are. 

Why were the 
people we serve on 
the street and not 
in the shelters? 

I ask this often 
and get many an- 
swers, often the 
same answer from 
several people, 
such as: 

I was banned for 
life because I swore 
at the Person in 
Charge, I was 
robbed, I was 


beaten, I was hu- 
miliated. I feel 
safer on the street. 
Ican’t take my ani- 
mal in the shelter. 

Peel pays a lot of 
taxpayer money to 
those that run the 
shelters. While they 
subcontract this 
work, the taxpayers 
still hold Peel re- 
sponsible for what- 
ever happens, good 
or bad, in the shel- 
ters. 

Peel, or the com- 
munities that make 
up the Region, can- 
not abdicate this re- 
sponsibility and 
obligation to our 
most vulnerable 
citizens. 

Why are the ta- 


bles empty? Is a 
question so many 
people ask. The 
simple answer is 
that the table is 
filled and in an 
hour or so every- 
thing is gone. 

Last Wednesday, 
as a typical exam- 
ple, I filled a table 
with all it could 


hold including 
bread, meats and 
baked products. 


Seven people ap- 
proached the table. 
They were all peo- 
ple that I have been 
serving for the past 
year. 

When each per- 
son took two or 
three items, the 
table was about 


—o- 


empty. That is as it 
should be. I refilled 
the table before I 


left. 

While Shirley and 
I fill the tables 
twice a day, many 
other people also 
bring canned food, 
sandwiches, fruit, 
dog food. 

Between the Dun- 
das and DAM ta- 
bles, Shirley and I 
put over 2,200 
pounds of food out 
each week. 

Aside from that, 
other generous 
friends, groups, 
neighbours and 
Peel Helping Hands 
volunteers put at 
least another 1,000 
pounds of food on 


just these two ta- 
bles, and much 
more on the other 
12 tables in Missis- 
sauga and Bramp- 
ton. 

As we move into 
the summer the 
need for food is in- 
creasing and water 
will be in great de- 
mand at all 14 ta- 
bles in Peel. 


We thank all 
those “Table An- 
gels” that support 
those in need 


through these ta- 
bles. 

Be assured that 
those we serve do 
appreciate the ef- 
fort. 

Thank you! 


by E.C. Munson 


From our child- 
hood days of draw- 
ing out the squares 
for a game of Hop 
Scotch to the 
colours of sidewalk 
chalk that spring up 
exuberantly come 
warmer weather, art 
is usually meant to 
be exhibited. 

Who doesn’t re- 
member taking 
home drawings 
from school and 
seeing them at- 
tached to the refrig- 
erator? There was 
that warm glow of 

ride when people 
ooked at your work, 
even if your broth- 
ers teased about 
whether something 
was supposed to be 
a dog or horse. 

While the messag- 
ing around art, 
sculpture, public in- 
stallations and such 
changes as we leave 
childhood days be- 
hind us, the value of 
enjoying arts and 
cultural activities, or 
of being involved in 
creative expression, 
has not changed. 

A growing body of 
research continues 
to inform us on how 
making art, enjoy- 
ing concerts and ex- 
hibits, and engaging 
with others in cre- 
ative activities 
lessens social isola- 
tion and improves 
physical and emo- 
tional well-being. 

Cultural Services 
of Halton Hills 
holds a monthly 
Arts and Cultural 
Meetup the end of 
each month. Mon- 
day evening, May 
31, the discussion 
explored many as- 
pects of Community 
Art and Public Art 
with the guest 
speaker, Ingrid 
bee pee an artist 
and community ac- 


tivist from Hamil- 
ton. 
Her lively ap- 


proach and sharing 
of stories about the 
making of art in 
community and 
how meaning was 
ascribed to it when 
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in public spaces was 
fascinating. 

Process is key in 
the making of Com- 
munity Art and can 
co-opt the possible 
critics, the ones who 
are particular about 
dogs not looking 
like horses, by in- 
volving them in the 
art making. 

Public Art, while 
on display, is of a 
more transitory na- 
ture than monu- 
ments and statues 
and with criteria 
proscribed that 
must be met. 


Mayrhofer was 
very appreciative of 
the grant for making 
Public Art for Hal- 
ton Hills and com- 
mented on the user 
friendly approach 
with the one-step 
process and very 
helpful staff. 

Her  print-based 
arts practice can 
now be seen on ban- 
ners __ throughout 
Acton and George- 
town with her inter- 
pretation of the 
theme, Sustainabil- 
ity. Her research on 
endangered and ex- 
tinct species was 
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narrowed to the 
ones that were rele- 
vant to Halton. 

She then looked at 
incorporating 
“building remnants” 
with her design as 
the reference to 
human presence. 

The video, After 
Nature: Artist Talk 
with Ingrid 
Mayrhofer, that 
Halton Hills Cul- 
tural Office pro- 
duced for 2020’s 
Ontario Cultural 
Days is a fascinating 
look at Mayrhofer’s 
process. 


There is the over- 
all research and 
planning, making of 
individual design 
components and 
laying them out, to 


the hand-turned 
press used for each 
print. 

At this point, proj- 
ect production 
moved from design 
and —_artisanship, 


very hands-on, to 
the digital era. 

The hand-turned 
press gave way to 


digital tools for 
scanning her prints 
and replicating 


them on the plastic 
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Putting a Public Face to Artful Engagement 


banners and the re- 
sults are stunning. 
Credit Valley Arti- 
sans and Visual Arts 
Brampton, along 
with Visual Arts 
Mississauga all have 
hand-turned 
presses used in dif- 
ferent workshops or 
classes they offer. 
With the current 
health limitations 
this type of art prac- 
tice is on hold, along 
with other hands-on 
processes such as 
pottery, weaving, 
wood carving, and 
stained glass work. 


These all require 
special equipment 
and dedicated stu- 
dio space which 
people are unlikely 
to have at home. 

The fact that arts 
organizations have 
invested in studio 
spaces for residents 
in different areas 
speaks so strongly 
to the creative drive 
for expression we 
have. 

Further to the 
west along the lake, 
the Art Gallery of 
Burlington houses 
studio space for six 
guilds. As with 
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Credit Valley Arti- 
sans which has four 
guilds under its aus- 
pices, the _ local 
Parks and Recre- 
ation Departments 
were instrumental 
at different stages in 
working with guilds 
in Burlington to find 
studio space. 

The current trend 
for cities, towns, 
and municipalities 
to have cultural 

lans, and now of- 

ces or departments 
or arts councils, is 
beginning to ad- 
dress the impor- 


tance of the arts to 
the local economies, 
whether through di- 
rect sales or con- 
sumption of services 
or to the cache that 
draws tourists to 
destination areas. 
Minister 
MacLeod referenced 
recently in a Lunch 
‘n Learn with the 
Ministry of Her- 
itage, Sports, 
Tourism and Cul- 
ture Industries, this 
sector has the 
largest involvement 
of volunteers. 
Finally, it is grow- 
ing more evident 


that it is good busi- 
ness to support the 
arts and cultural 
contributors in 
communities. 

In nearby Peel Re- 
gion, Brampton is 
likewise focusing 
their arts and cul- 
tural programming 
through their new 
Cultural Services 
Division office as 
part of the Cultural 
Master Plan, plus 
reaching out on a 
more basic person 
to person level. 

Arts groups and 
individual artists 
are invited to have a 
booth at the 
Farmer’s Market on 
Saturdays to displa 
and sell their wor 
and products, inter- 
act directly with the 
public, and raise 
awareness of artists 
at work. 

Both Georgetown 
and Mississauga 
have vibrant mar- 
kets which include 
the usual farm 

produce and offer- 
ings along with arts 
and cultural related 
booths. The Lake- 
view Farmer’s Mar- 
ket in Mississauga 
has just closed a 
submission call for 
Public Art commis- 
sions. 

Word has it that 
Visual Arts Bramp- 
ton will be lookin 
at some new digita 
platforms and op- 
portunities for their 
members. 

Likewise, Beaux 
Arts Brampton con- 
tinues to develop 
new initiatives to 
keep their members 
out in front of the 
public with their 
blog, Candid Con- 
versations with 
artists, and very ac- 
tive social media 
presence. Both of 
these organizations 
are continuing with 
their regular pro- 
gramming but have 
adapted it to fit with 
current health pro- 
tocols. 


Continued on Pg 31 


We try to hide our 
feelings but we for- 
get our eyes speak. 
— Unknown 

The eye, like a 
camera, has a lens. 
This lens allows for 
light to be focused 
on a light receptor, 
the retina. The lens 
is what allows for a 
sharp, clear focus. 
The eyes are one of 
the five senses. 

Eyes tell all —- 
stress, relaxed, 
mood, health and 
perception — seeing 
1S perceiving — 
depth, distance, 
emotional. 

It’s not what you 
look at that mat- 
ters. It’s what you 
see. — Thoreau 

The eye is a small 
part of the vestibu- 
lar system — the bal- 
ance system of the 
body. 

Most of the infor- 
mation for the 
vestibular system is 
provided by the 
inner ear but uses 
the visual system 
and the joints, mus- 
cles and receptors in 
them to give infor- 
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mation to the body 
about where it is in 
relation to other ob- 
jects. 

The eye muscles 
are the most active 
muscles in the 
whole body. The eye 
is the only part of 
the human body 
that can function at 
100 per cent ability 
at any moment, day 
or night. 

The external mus- 
cles that move the 
eyes are the 
strongest muscles in 
the human body for 
the job they have to 
do. They are 100 
times more power- 
ful than they need to 
be. 

Eyes are com- 
posed of more than 
two million working 
parts. The eye can 
process 36,000 bits 
of information every 
hour. A normal 
lifespan will bring 
you almost 24 mil- 
lion images of the 
world. 

Eyes can instanta- 
neously set in mo- 
tion hundreds of 
your muscles and 
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organs. A blink of an 
eye lasts about one 
tenth of a second. 
The average person 
blinks their eyes 
about 11,500 times 
per day and about 
4.2 million times 
per year. 

You can’t sneeze 
with your eyes open 
(Try it!!) Everyone 
is colour blind at 
birth. 

Who would have 
thought that our 
eyes would do so 
much, but they do. 

When I_ meet 
someone, I instantly 
look in their eyes. I 
think in some ways 
it is a survival in- 
stinct to know if I 
am safe with this in- 
dividual and it tells 
me all. 

Many years ago, I 
remember a young 
man who came into 
my workshop and 
we became friends 
after that. He had a 
beautiful smile but I 
couldn’t see his eyes 
because he kept his 
eyelids almost 
closed. I didn’t even 
know what colour 


June 3, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 28 


Health and Wellness - The Power of our Eyes 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


his eyes were. 

After knowing him 
for some time, I fi- 
nally saw his eyes 
were brown and I 
told him that. He 
thought it was 
strange but then he 
asked me why I 
thought he did that. 

I told him that the 
eyes are all about 
seeing out but also 
about seeing in- 
wards. I then asked 
him if he liked see- 
ing what © sur- 
rounded him or 
where he was in life? 

Then I asked if he 
was afraid of what 
people would see in 
him if he let them. 
Here was a gentle 
soul who smiled 
easily but was still 
cautious of what the 
world saw in him. 

As time went by, I 
noticed his eyes 
were more open and 
I would mention 
that to him and he 
was happy about it. 

Weare still in con- 
tact with each other 
on birthdays and 
Christmas but we 
don’t see each other 


because of distance 
and just plain old 
life but we are still 
connected by his 
photos on Face- 
book. 

Just like our eyes, 
our hearts have a 
way of adjusting to 
the dark. — Adam 
Stanley 

We are all stressed 
at this time and 
some of us more 
than others. So, 
what do we do about 
it? We can start by 
reducing the stress 
we see and perceive 


all the time. 
How can we re- 
duce the _ stress 


within our eyes? 
We can stop search- 
ing out images. Our 
eyes are the hardest 
working body part. 
We are constantly 
staring out. 

One exercise to do 
is to simply close 
your eyes slowly. 
Keep them closed 
for several seconds 
and then slowly 
open them. Repeat 
if necessary. Do not 
stare out but allow 
your surroundings 


to slowly come to 
you. 

Another exercise is 
to rub your hands 
together and then 
put your warm 
palms over your 
eyes and just rest 
them there. 

Repeat 2-3 times. 
Your eyes will relax 
underneath our 
palms so just keep 
that relaxation 
going after you re- 
move them. 

Be aware of what 
the eyes do and how 
you can reduce 
stress in them. It is 
important to relax 
them because they 
are part of the body. 
We do exercises for 
the other body parts 
so do them for your 
eyes. It will defi- 
nitely help. 

Why do we close 
our eyes when we 
pray, cry, kiss or 
dream? Because 
the most beautiful 
things in life are not 
seen but felt by the 
heart. — Denzel 
Washington 


Discover the joy of biking during Bike Month 


Bike Month is 
an annual event 
celebrated from 
May 31 through 
June 30 across 
Peel Region that 
offers many op- 
portunities for 
residents of all 
ages and_ abili- 
ties to try biking 
for the first time 
and explore the 
growing network 
of bike routes 
throughout Peel. 

During the 
COVID-19_ pan- 
demic, riding a 
bike continues to 
be a safe mode of 
transportation 
for essential 
workers and oth- 
ers making es- 
sential trips. It’s 
also a_ healthy 
way to explore 
your community 


while getting 
some exercise. 

Whether you 
are a new rider, 
want to learn 
new skills, or 
simply want to 


have fun and 
connect with 
family and 


friends in a safe 
and healthy way, 
Bike Month has 
something for 


you: 
“Bingo!” That’s 
what you'll be 
shouting just by 
having fun on 
your bike. 

Every bingo 
square has a fun 
bike-related ac- 
tivity that will 
keep you active 


during Bike 
Month. 
Complete five 


bingo activities 


for your chance 
to win one of five 
prize packs that 
include a. bell 
and water bottle! 

To learn more, 


visit bike- 
month.ca/bingo/ 
peel. 


The Region of 
Peel is introduc- 
ing the’ Bike 
Month Kilometre 
Counter, where 
you can keep 
track of the kilo- 
metres you have 
ridden and the 
positive impact 
you're having on 
the environment. 

Join other resi- 
dents as_ they 
jointly attempt 
to ride 7,200 
kilometres, the 
distance from St. 
John’s to Van- 
couver by bike! 


Check out bike- 
month.ca/Peel- 
Region to sign 
up and log the 
trips you've 
taken. 

Webinar 
Wednesdays will 
also be held on 


the first three 
weeks of Bike 
Month, showing 
participants 
everything they 
need to know to 
ride safely and 
confidently, 
what all road 


we 


users can do to 


help share the 
road, and how to 
ride in all 
weather’ condi- 
tions. 

Register at 
bikemonth.ca/Pe 
elRegion. 

UATE 3 
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Biking as a symbol of sustainable transport 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The General As- 
sembly of the 
United Nations 
passed a resolution 
noting that its mem- 
ber countries would 
celebrate World Bi- 
cycle Day on June 3 
every year. 

The resolution 
aims to promote de- 
velopment for 
stakeholders, 
strengthening phys- 
ical, mental health, 
well-being, and de- 
veloping a cycling 
culture in society. 

The bicycle is a 
symbol of sustain- 
able transport and 
conveys a positive 
message to foster 
sustainable —con- 
sumption and pro- 
duction and 
positively impact 
climate. It is still the 
best transport in 
terms of environ- 
ment and health. 

If we use a bicycle 
to cover a short dis- 


tance, this will re- 
duce the consump- 
tion of hundreds of 
litres of petrol every 
day. 

At the same time, 
the pollution level of 
the city and the 
country will also be 
reduced. 

While the advan- 
tage of a bicycle is 
that if you do not do 
any other physical 
activity, you should 
cycle for at least 30 
minutes daily. By 
cycling daily in the 
morning, your fit- 
ness is maintained. 

Cycling regularly 
can also relieve pa- 
tients with knee and 
joint pain. The most 
significant benefits 
of cycling are calo- 
ries burned and 
weight loss. 

You will be sur- 
prised to know that 
the immune system 
works properly by 
cycling. According 


to a report, by cy- 
cling half an hour 
daily, immune cells 
become active, and 
the risk of getting 
sick is reduced. 

Regular cycling 
also leads to cardiac 
exercise, which is 
very beneficial for 
our heart. 

In _ 1817, 
Dress, a govern- 
ment official en- 
gaged in the service 
of the German Duke 
ruler for the first 
time, created the 
world's first two- 
wheeled Bicycle. 

It was named 
"Drasini,’ which was 
later called ‘Bicycle.’ 
It had neither chain 
nor paddle to drive 
it; the driver had to 
speed its wheels 
with the help of his 
feet. 

No country or city 
is known for its 
buildings or natural 
beauty, but the 


Karl 


Netherlands is the 
only country known 
as a country of bicy- 
cles. In fact, the 
Netherlands has the 
most bicycle cul- 
ture. 

The most remark- 
able thing about this 
place is the love of 
two people for 
bikes. The govern- 
ment has promoted 
bicycles to save the 
country's natural 
beauty. That is why 
ordinary citizens 
and the Nether- 
lands' prime minis- 
ter, Mark Root, 
travel to the office 
on a bicycle. 

Also, more Cana- 
dians are cycling 
today than twenty 
years ago. While 
overall rates of cy- 
cling for transporta- 
tion are still low, 
many communities 
across Canada have 
seen their rates dou- 
ble, and in some 


places, over 20 per 
centof people cycle 
to work. 

Canadian cities of 
a variety of sizes 
such as Whitehorse, 
Regina, Halifax, 
Thunder Bay, Victo- 
ria, Vancouver, Ed- 
monton, Calgary, 
Toronto, Ottawa 
and Montreal all 
have multiple cen- 
sus tracts in which 
bike riding is the 
main mode of com- 
muter  transporta- 
tion for more than 
10 per cent of peo- 


ple. 
In numerous 
neighborhoods, 


over 30 per cent of 
commuting is now 


by bike. 

Some bicycle 
shops across 
Canada were so 


busy with a pan- 
demic-triggered 
boom in sales, 
Bicycles provide 
outdoor activities 


' ‘yes s 
d to tle 
Prinsidc thereon 


acre atingr a UPD 
Freedom. 


during COVID-19 
travel bans and con- 
finement orders 
when staying in- 
doors is suffocating 
or dangerous. 
Health officials 
recommend cycling 
and other outdoor 
activities and warn 
of the danger of 
spreading the coro- 
navirus in stadiums 
and public trans- 
portation. That's 
provided a surge in 
demand for bikes. 
For the poorest 
urban areas, which 
often cannot drive 
privately, walking 
and cycling can pro- 
vide a form of trans- 


portation that 
reduces the risk of 
heart disease, 


stroke, cancer, dia- 
betes, and even 
death. A simple, in- 
expensive, reliable, 
clean and environ- 
mentally friendly 
sustainable tool. 


© Copyright 2018, Susan Ksiezopolski 
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Brampton Farmers’ Market returns this summer in a new location 


The City of 
Brampton’s 
Farmers’ Market 
returns for the 
2021 season on 
June 19 in a new 
downtown _loca- 
tion. 

In anticipation 
of downtown re- 
development dur- 
ing the market 
season, the Mar- 
ket is relocating 
in Ken Whillans 
Square, Welling- 
ton Street West 
and Gage Park. 

The market will 
continue to run 


Saturdays, from 8 
a.m. -1p.m., rain 
or shine, ‘until 
Oct. 23. Many of 
the favourite 
farmers and local 
artisans will re- 
turn offering 
freshly-picked 
seasonal produce; 
prepared foods 
and unique hand- 
crafted goods! 

All market ven- 
dors and_shop- 
pers will be 
required to wear a 
face mask. Social 
distancing and 
maximum occu- 


pancy numbers 
will also be en- 
forced. 

The market is 
still centrally lo- 
cated in Bramp- 
ton’s downtown 
area and is acces- 
sible by Brampton 
Transit or by bi- 
cycle. For those 
driving to the 
market, free park- 
ing is available at 
Brampton _ City 
Hall. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit 
www.brampton.c 
a/markets. 


NGM 


ART GALLERY OF MISSISSAUGA 


NOW 
SHOWING 


S 


Oo/\ 


Celebrity. Ego. InstaFame. 
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Celebrating Recreation and Parks Month in Mississauga 


June is Recre- 
ation and Parks 
Month (JRPM) in 
Mississauga, and 
the city is cele- 
brating by encour- 
aging everyone to 
get out and ex- 
plore its magnifi- 
cent green spaces. 

With more than 
500 parks, 393 
km of trails, 266 
playgrounds and 
7,853 acres of 
parkland, there’s 
something for 


everyone to enjoy! 
There are many 
gems 


hidden 


throughout Mis- 
sissauga, which 
support multiple 


outdoor leisure 
activities. 
As summer 


draws near, try 
out one of the 
city’s’s many trails 
-- you may see 
some blue jays, 
woodpeckers, car- 
dinals and some 
of the other beau- 
tiful birds or 
wildlife that make 
the city their 
home. 

Whether you’re 
going out for a 


morning jog, an 
evening walk, a 
brisk workout or 
looking to connect 
with nature, the 
city’s trails are the 
perfect location 
for you. 

You may want to 
try some of the 
wonderful multi- 
use trails like 
those near River- 
wood, Burn- 
hamthorpe_ Trail 
and Lake 
Aquitaine Trail. 

They allow you 
to enjoy the natu- 
ral sounds and 


ANNOUNCING OUR 


views that can 
have a_ relaxing 
and calming effect 
on your day. 
Mississauga’s 
parks are an excel- 
lent opportunity 
for photographers 
of all levels, cap- 
turing both the 
splendour of na- 


ture and man- 
made features 
such as_land- 


scapes, sculptures 
and urban design. 

The majestic 
trees and colour- 
ful flowers are a 
photographer's 


oF 


’ at 


FINALISTS 


AND: 


dream. 
If you’re a bike 
enthusiast, we 


have you covered. 
the city has added 
many bike lanes to 
our streets, and its 
network of bike 
trails span the en- 
tire city. 

Being physically 
active is good for 
physical and men- 
tal health. If you 
prefer recreation 
or fitness, city 
parks are great for 
individual yoga 
and meditation 
sessions. If you’re 
looking to be more 
active at home, 
you can check out 
the city’s ‘Stay 
home stay active’ 
webpage (on mis- 
sissauga.ca/recre- 
ation) to access 
online videos, nu- 
tritional tips, 
home’ workouts, 
and family fun ac- 
tivities for all ages 
and abilities. 

If you're into 
sports, Lakeview 
Golf Course and 
BraeBen Golf 
Course and driv- 
ing range are open 
and accepting tee 


times. 

If you prefer 
some family time 
and enjoy virtual 
activities, try the 
Family Fun Cor- 
ner. It is always 
creative and fun 
for all ages. 

The cty also of- 
fers a number of 
outdoor amenities 
open to residents 
to enjoy such as 
spray pads, skate- 
board parks, BMX 
parks, batting 
cages, sports 
courts (basketball, 
tennis) and sport 
fields (soccer, 
softball). 

Team sports or 
any other sports 
or games that in- 
volve coming 
within two metres 
of each other are 
not to be practised 
or played at this 
time. 

For more infor- 
mation, visit the 
City of Missis- 
sauga website at 
mississauga.ca/pa 
rks and missis- 
sauga.ca/recre- 
ation. 


COMMUNITY AWARD WINNERS - 
. >. OFOUR 


2021 MARTY AWARDS! 


JUNE 29,2021 


TUES, JUNE 29 AT 7:00 PM 
STREAMING ON MAC’S 
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Local groups put a new spin on art through online platforms 


Continued on Pg 26 


Arts on the Credit 
out of Mississauga 
continues to hold 
their monthly mee- 
tups for their mem- 


bers while 
maintaining a 
stead monthly 
schedule of new 
shows through their 
virtual gallery. 
June’s exhibit, 


Spontaneous Diver- 


sity, will feature 
AOTC member 
Brenda Brown’s 


work with an open- 
ing event on June 
10 through the 
Zoom platform. 
Planning for their 
September Art 
Drive, now an an- 
nual outside event 
with members sta- 
tioned along the 
southern end of 
Port Credit and 
Clarkson with their 


exhibits, is well 
under way. It will 
include a_ special 
show in their Vir- 
tual Gallery for Sep- 
tember to preview 
artists in the Art 
Drive. 

The proliferation 
of grants and work- 
shops this spring on 
how to craft a sound 
proposal for proj- 
ects or commis- 
sions is a first clue 
to the businesslike 
approach. 

Keystrokes or 
wor count are 
often specified for 
Artist Statements or 
Bios. There are dis- 
claimers to read 
and sign along with 
the pdf application 
forms. As well, a 
myriad of other 
supporting docu- 
ments and a digital 
portfolio can be re- 
quired. 


As Mayrhofer 


commented, most 
calls to submit in- 
volve a_ two-step 
process with ee 
waiting periods an 
a very slim chance 
of being awarded 
the commission. 

Mississauga Arts 
Council has just fin- 
ished their current 
eae eat on 

ow to apply for the 
Micro Grants and 
Matchmaker 
Grants for all types 
of arts-based proj- 
ects. This non- 
profit and 
charitable organiza- 
tion is way beyond 
that stage of pivot- 
ing, a pervasive 
term, along with the 
phrase ‘these un- 
precedented times’, 
which have now be- 
come part of our 
business _ lexicon 
during the _ pan- 
demic. 

MAC has, as the 


mother ship, 
charted a new 
course and is taking 
their members on a 
journey into the 
digital world of 
commerce, intro- 
ducing them to new 
digital tools, and 
has embarked on 
some tremendously 
exciting initiatives. 
From the constant 
search for suppli- 
ers, procurement of 
materials, mileage, 
and the valuing of 
an artist’s time, a fi- 
nite amount of 
funds and time are 
stark realities. 
These variables 
are the foundation 
which govern how 
fine art, artisan 
roducts, and per- 
ormance-based art 
is produced. and 
manifested. 
Next comes pack- 
aging the concepts 
in a compelling 


manner with writ- 
ten content and 
supporting visuals 
as the pitch or sub- 
mission, strongly 
akin to marketing. 

People who fin- 
ished the ten week 
long Halton Hills 
Artepreneur Course 
on May 26 had the 
opportunity to par- 
ticipate in Pitching 
Panels the last two 
weeks of the course 
where those mar- 
keting skills could 
be practiced and 
feedback given. 

It’s a new lens for 
viewing how to get 
your arts practice 
recognized by oth- 
ers and to gain 
credibility in the 
eyes of commission 
Seah bodies and 
the holders of purse 
strings for public 
monies with grants. 

So, while Excel 
spreadsheets and 


budgets are a far cry 
from the image of 
an artist in front of 
an easel, those are 
part of the toolkit 
when dealing with 
public calls on com- 
mission opportuni- 
ties. 

Likewise, there 
are choices to weigh 
on which shows to 
enter and whether 
or not that sale on 
arts supplies or new 
equipment should 
be investigated. 

Whether it is pub- 
lic murals on sound 
barriers along de- 
velopments or on 
the walls of build- 
ings, the painting of 
hydro boxes, or a 
new exhibit oppor- 
tunity, there comes 
a time when you 
need to put down 
the paint brush and 
palette to ‘take care 
of business’. 


This year, stay away from toxic relationships and friendships 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Life is a beautiful 
journey of attach- 
ment, and the same 
journey continues 
through different re- 
lationships. 

However, we can 
define life and rela- 
tionships based on 


some facts, but 
every definition 
changes with time. 


When the time is 
right, everyone likes 
you, but no one even 
wants any relation- 
ship with you when 
the time is terrible. 

The truth is no one 
will love you or 
make you feel the 
way you want, and 
no one will under- 
stand your happi- 
ness and sadness. 

If someone is giv- 
ing hatred, that's 
what they are inside. 
If someone provides 
happiness, that’s 
what they are inside. 
They are just show- 
ing themselves to 
you. 

People are not 
going to behave as 
per our expecta- 
tions. They will be- 
have what they are 
inside. If you ex- 


pected something 
from others, it's 
your fault, not 
theirs. 


Human nature is 
constantly changing 
and moody. Today 
they may love you. 
Tomorrow with no 
reason, hates you. T 

hey may smile this 
moment, and the 
next moment they 
give you a weird 
look/face. Do you 
really want love and 
care from people 
with fluctuating be- 
haviour /attitudes? 

We can only create 
such an environ- 
ment for a_ short 
time; one day, we 
will have to face the 
truth. So, the em- 

hasis should be on 

uilding a good rela- 
tionship rather than 
just looking — at 
someone's. wealth, 
job and profession. 

Patience and trust 
are the keys to good 
relationships, but 
often the focus is on 
impatience and a 
few moments of 
se en 

When we realize 
our mistake, our 


character is stigma- 
tized, and we fall out 
of our sight. Rela- 
tionships _ should 
never be like glass 
that breaks easily. 

Authentic relation- 
ships don't last for 
ages, nor do our in- 
terests change over 
time. 

Responsible for 
the current hollow 
and broken relation- 
ship is our attitude 
and haste towards 
relationships. Be- 
cause love requires 
patience, and pa- 
tience is rare today. 

Even if both the 
partners have pa- 
tience and _ loyalty, 
society will not 
change its attitude 
towards money and 
land and property. 
Money is more im- 
portant to the com- 
munity than 
happiness. 

Perhaps that is 
why the mind has 
taken the place of 
the heart in trying to 
save relationships 
nowadays. 

Everyone here 
seems to be plan- 
ning to build, pre- 


serve and sustain re- 
lationships. But 
planning is part of 
the business sector. 

In relationships, 
there is dialogue and 
consultation. If I 
were not talking 
about advice here, I 
would have misun- 
derstood the idea by 
not considering 
planning as advice, 
but the only mean- 
ing I am referring to 
advice here is that 
every feeling and as- 
pect would be asso- 
ciated with different 
emotions. 

That is, one side of 
which is going in a 
good direction and 
the other is going in 
a wrong direction, in 
general, the two look 
the same, but when 
we feel it closely, we 
start to see the dif- 
ference _ between 
good and evil. 

If we always be- 
lieve in ourselves 
and are not ready to 
change even though 
we know the truth, 
then there is no 
point in talking 
about change, but if 
we start comparing 


—o- 


every aspect with 
time-based on our 
wisdom and princi- 
ples. Then one day, 
we can get the jour- 
ney of life on the 
right track. 

So, the most im- 
portant thing is that 
we have to decide 
what the current 
state of our mental 
state is, whether it is 
free, whether it is ca- 
pable of judging 
right from wrong. 

When we get the 
answers to these 
questions, then we 
will be able to 
strengthen our 
mindset, and it is a 
fact that a strong 
perspective never 
produces weak re- 
sults, whether that 
result is related to 
your dream or rela- 
tionship. 

Let's choose a 
happy and peaceful 
relationship that will 
lead to loyalty and 
trust. If we try to 
eliminate inpatient 
and selfish thinking 
in our thinking, then 
patience and faith 
will automatically 
take their place. 


Where there is pa- 
tience and _ trust, 
there is peace, hap- 
piness, love and 
strong relationships. 

Now it is up to you 
to decide whether 
we plan to spend our 
lives repenting of 
our misfortunes and 
grievances or 
whether we would 
like to seek advice to 
live our lives hap- 
pily. 

So, in the end, peo- 
ple are selfish; they 
connect with you for 
some selfish reason, 
they will disconnect 
once their business 
is accomplished. So, 
if you think that they 
are going to care for 
you, you are being 
delusional. 

You should better 
not expect anything 
from such people. 
Be emotionally 
strong enough not to 
get abused by these 
selfish people. Stay 
away from toxic re- 


lationships and 
friendships. 

Live, laugh, love 
conditionally. 
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WASAGA BEACH 

PEOPLE IN PEEL REGION HAVE HAD A 
LOVE AFFAIR WITH WASAGA BEACH 
FOR WELL OVER A CENTURY 


Are you a property owner, seasonal/part time resident 
or perhaps just someone who loves “The Beach” 
and wish to know what is happening in our once 

World Famous Beach Resort? 


Be Aware! Become Engaged! 
What's Happening in “The Beach"? 


With little or no public engagement, the current mayor & council 
are making decisions and spending taxpayers’ money. 


Changes to the once applauded Downtown Master Plan will effect Wasaga 
Beach for years to come. Our once famous Main Beach Areas are being sliced 
up and offered to developers, forever altering our historic beachfront and what 

it means to you and future generations. 


For the love of Wasaga Beach and your tax dollars... 
Be Aware! Become Engaged! 


Bp up to date with what's happening at Town Hall, local events 
& initiatives while enjoying Wasaga Beach's only truly local 
publication delivered to your inbox FREE. 


Simply email into@beachBOOSTER.com with “SUBSCRIBE” 
in the Subject Line. 


Beach BOOSTER Media Group is locally owned 
and operated in Wasaga Beach 

with offices located at: 

1 Market Lane, Suite 10, 

Wasaga Beach, ON. L9Z OB6. 

Phone: 705-241-9762 


www.beachBOOSTER.com 


See LINK to past issues here: 
www.beachBOOSTER.com/publications 


Design by Beach BOOSTER Mecia Group 
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A Marquee Bulletin of Arts and Cultural Events 


by E.C. Munson 


While we are moving towards the summer solstice, June 20, the 
longest day of the year, many of us are wondering what our sum- 
mer will look like and where it will be safe to go. 

There continues to be venues opening up where people can view 
artwork safely and conveniently as the province waits to reopen. 


Arts & Cultural Events Celebrate History ... 


A celebration of International Museum month in May let us focus 
on the collections of history gathered for us in our museums. Just 
revealed to the world, is the other side of history - the tragic dis- 
covery of the remains of 215 children at the former British Colum- 
bia Indian Residential school. Steve Wilson, an artist formerly from 
Inglewood [Caledon] , relocated to Niagara Falls in November of 
2018. As with many artists, his work is a potent reflection for soci- 
ety of truths, the hard truths that need to be faced, and a reminder 
of amends to be made in order for reconciliation and healing to 
start. 


The current show at Steve Wilson Studios and The Gallery fea- 
tures work from Lynden Cowan and Kelly McNeil, both of Bramp- 
ton, and Robert Chisholm of Orangeville. Wilson’s studio and 
gallery are located at 4452 Queen St, Niagara Falls, ON L2E 2L3. 

It reopens June 14 with this show aptly called New Start. His ar- 
resting piece, Highway of Tears, will be in the window of the gallery 
as part of this show. Open Tuesdays — Fridays, noon to 6 and Sat- 
urdays 11 — 5 p.m. in downtown Niagara Falls. Health protocols are 
in place and maintained with plenty of space for people to enjoy 
the art and be socially distanced. 

Heritage Mississauga helps people to collect and put together 
their oral histories. 

May is the fourth moon of the Anishinaabe lunar calendar and is 
known as Planting Moon or Ktigan Dabik-Giizis. Heritage Missis- 
sauga follows the Anishinaabe lunar calendar, exploring the An- 
ishinaabe language and Indigenous teachings. They work with Chi 
Miigwetch, Faith Rivers, Cultural Coordinator for the Mississaugas 
of the Credit First Nation (MCFN) Cultural Committee and Chair 
of the Indigenous Programs Committee for Heritage Mississauga, 
and thank her for the ongoing support and the sharing her knowl- 
edge. #ApartTogether we remember our collective responsibility 
to care for Mother Earth and each other. 

PAMA: June is Seniors’ Month! Peel Art Gallery, Museum & 
Archives has partnered with Meals on Wheels Brampton and Cale- 
don and Seva Food Bank (www.sevafoodbank.com) in Mississauga 
to deliver creative care packages and provide excitement, enter- 
tainment and to show seniors in our community that they matter. 
Visit www.bramptonmealsonwheels.org for more info. 

Also on through July 20 is an exhibition of recent work by 
Toronto artist Sara Angelucci which opened May 26 on the gallery 
building’s outdoor banners. These three photographic works are 
from the 2020 series Nocturnal Botanical Ontario . This exhibit 
has been organized in partnership with the 2021 Scotiabank CON- 
TACT Photography Festival. 
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Art Gallery of Burlington introduces ARTSNACKS: a bite- 
sized video series that will help you learn and create at home! With 
a new video each week on their blog, there will be a featured artist 
revealing why they do what they do and how they do it!. ART- 
SNACKS is part of AGB Digital, a series of virtual programs for 
youth focusing on art and community building. To learn more, visit 
http://agb.life/blog. 


ArtTrendZ collective members have entered a number of pieces 
to an effort that will be celebrating the essential workers in our 
healthcare system. The outdoor exhibit Flowing Waters and Lotus 
of Thanks opened May 15 as an outdoor installation of 27 works by 
area artists on Front Street in Mississauga’s Port Credit. It hangs 
for a month as part of the TD Mosaic Festival and put on by Cana- 
dian Community Arts Initiative. 


Classes - Workshops - Activities ... 


We all are in this together — keeping each other safe and engaged 
with positive, safe options. Look no further than these local and re- 
gional arts and cultural organizations and artists have some excit- 
ing options, too. 

topourwithlove offers individual or small group Zoom or On- 
site small group art instruction in the exciting practice of poured 
acrylic paintings. Materials list supplied for all classes. Whether 
onsite at your location [when allowed and all public health guide- 
lines followed] or doing a Zoom at home, explore your creativity 
unfettered! Consider a gift certificate for that special someone to 
make it a shared experience and create a memory together! Call 
(519) 278-0577 or email topourwithlove@gmail.com for more. 

Visual Arts Brampton is ready to let those good times roll with 
exciting Summer Online activities and classes for children and ado- 
lescents. In the meantime, visit the VAB Learn Video series with in- 
structional art videos produced in their studio and made available free 
to the public for educational purposes. 

Or, you could spring into action with a try it Paint Nights and 
adult Zoom programming. You can still join an individual class 
with Filomena Kandola, instructor for painting Glorious Sunsets 
in Oils. Check out upcoming classes in Perspective Drawing and 
Strictly Colored Pencil. And you surely don’t want to miss out on 
the Snail Mail World Postcard Art Show. Visit www.visualarts- 
brampton to find out more about these exciting programs! 

Online Kids -4¥e: r 
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Burlington Public Library has a plethora of FREE virtual 
activities and cultural delights to sample. Join in their Spring 
Health Challenges and form a virtual team with another house- 
hold for the 14 day challenges. From the Fitness Fix to the Men- 
tal Top Up and finally the Nourishing Nature challenge, join in 
the daily fun of accomplishing your mission. Visit www. burling- 
ton.ca/en/live-and-play/spring-into-health-challenges.asp to 
learn more! 
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Visual Arts Mississauga features virtual courses for adults 
and youth. Expand your artistry with VAM’s fantastic mix of 
Online and At-VAM Studio Fine Arts Courses for Adults. 

Museum of Dufferin’s Learning Hub, is a treasure trove of 
resources! With Social Studies, Language Arts, and Games & 
Activities, it’s time to DISCOVER, EDUCATE, and SHARE with 
the MOD! And don’t forget to explore their exciting collections 
they have — from the Archival Collection, to the Artifact Collec- 
tion, and the Education Collection. Visit www.dufferinmu- 
seum.com/about-our-collections/. 


Exhibitions Here and Far... 


Arts On The Credit invites people to view their new solo 
show by member Brenda Brown, Spontaneous Diversity. Thurs- 
day evening from 7 — 8 p.m. On June 10, Brown will be dis- 
cussing her pieces and artistic journey at the virtual reception. 
Self-taught and engaged with art since a young child, she is a 
member of several arts organizations with work in many inter- 
national collections. “I am passionate about what I do and Iam 
confident it shows in my work!” Enjoy an armchair viewing of 
her work here with purchasing and curbside deliveries or pick- 
ups available — visit www.artsonthecredit.ca/gallery. 

Beaux Arts Brampton: Their virtual show, Everything 
Beaux, has just closed and they are preparing for their summer 
show. Do follow their blog for candid conversations with artists 
and so much more!. Visit beauxartsbrampton.org/blog. 

Art Gallery of Mississauga’s new exhibit, All I’s On Me 
runs through June 12, showcasing the work of Visual Artist Pepe 
Bratanov and Luxury Artist Max Jamali. Visit the exhibit page 
at 

artgalleryofmississauga.com/upcoming-exhibitions. 

Joshua Creek Heritage Art Centre: Sibyl Rampen, artist 
and proprietor of this wonderful heritage site, shares that ... “Art 
From the Heart 2021” is possibly the most important exhibition 
to date. It is not about artists, but about hope and healing for 
all challenged people. It is about teaching and inspiring people 
to find their Artist Within.” 

This current show is being run virtually — 
joshuacreekarts.com/exhibitions. 

Visual Arts Mississauga is packing their bags [virtually] 
and inviting their members to do the same. (Virtual) Road Trip!! 
The big apple beckons and it’s FREE for VAM members. Annis 


visit 
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Karpenko,VAM’s Executive Director says that ...to reserve your 
spot for these free events, email 
info@visualartsmississauga.com. You must be a current VAM 
member to attend. If you would like to join Visual Artists Mis- 
sissauga or renew your membership, visit the VAM website at 
https://www.visualartsmississauga.com/product/membership. 


VAM Goes to NYC - Member Appreciation Event 
Virtual Artist Studio Tours With Curator Claire Foussard 


Taking Care of Business... 


Visual Arts Brampton had their Annual General Meeting 
on May 31 through their virtual platform. The requisite reports 
were tabled, board members re-elected, and a Wish List for the 
coming year created. Topping this list was the heartfelt wish that 
the coming year be OPEN and different. A number of VAB 
members were in attendance and participated. 

Halton Hills is busy keeping their creatives connected and 
networking with their Arts & Culture Meetups the last Monday 
of the month. 

Pearl Schachter, Cultural Program Producer, Economic De- 
velopment, Innovation and Culture for Town of Halton Hills, 
convenes these meetups along with Artrepreneur Halton Hills, 
a 10 week program for creative entrepreneurs Wednesday 
evenings. Artist Next Door Grant submissions just closed Mon- 
day, May 31 so expect to hear of some exciting new projects for 
the creatives and their local communities. 

Mississauga Arts Council presents their members and the 
larger community with an impressive range of virtual program- 
ming. For the artist-entrepreneurs there is the TD Culture Lab: 
Webinar series while for community enjoyment, musicians and 
writers there are virtual venues such as Mac Arts Café, an online 
Open Mic and the Sauga Music Series in conjunction with var- 
ious partners. Their MACtivities newsletter is a great weekly 
read of all things arts and cultural in Mississauga! 

The MAC workshops on how to write a good grant application 
were well-attended on Tuesday, May 25 with the deadline for 
Micro Grants and Matchmaker Grants closed on Wednesday, 
June 2. The end of June you can expect to hear some exciting 
news of creative initiatives! 

Visit mississaugaartscouncil.com/programs/. 

Central Counties Tourism continues to offer workshops, 
research, and guidance for the reopening of their members and 
communities in the Headwaters Region, which includes Cale- 
don, Erin, Orangeville, and a number of destination areas. Visit 
centralcounties.ca. 


E.Connie Munson is a local writer, photographer, and artist 
covers the arts and cultural scene so others may share the pas- 
sion and joy of the creatives and makers. Visit her new website 
and subscribe to her newsletter at www.studiobydesign.ca. 
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Music from your years 


Have a listen to some great music 


Click here 


